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President Apams has favored the editor of the 
Register with a sketch of Mr. Orts’ speech against 
writs of assistants in 1761—which we shall have 
the pleasure of laying befére our readers as soon 
as pussible. It is a long as well as an interesting 
article. ‘Then and there,” says Mr. Apams, “the 
child InpErENDENCcE was born: in fifteen years [viz. 
in 1776] he grew up to manhood and declared him- 
self free.” [Since the above was written we observe 
that the article referred to has appeared in a Bos- 
ton paper, probably published by the gentleman 
to whom it was addressed—but we shall also pub- 
lish it.] 

By a great effort, and much extra cost, we were 
enabled last week to present to our readers a com- 
plete copy of the documents submitted by the pre- 
sident of the United States, touching our relations 
with Spain. As those papers made a heavy pamph- 
let of more than ninety pages, we were so pres. 
sed to get the matter into twenty-four as to be 
compelled to use our small type more freely than 
we wished, and yet were unable to reserve room 
for one line on any other subject. These documents, 
however, must be considered as important; and 
probably at the next session of congress, will be 
efficiently acted upon by congress. 

The frst object of the Reeisrer must not, on any 
account, be neglected—and this sheet is chiefly 
appropriated to the purpose of bringing up /ee-way, 
and to preserve the chain of events, &c. unbroken. 
Hence many articles from manuscript, with large 
quantities of matter in type, are still lying over. In 
a little while, we shall have room enough to notice 
several miscellaneous subjects that may interest 
the public, and especially to continue that which has 
latterly excited so much attention. And, in respec’ 
to that matter, we are more at ease—being satisfied 
that the contemplated change of the charter of the 
United States’ bank(to authorise the presidents and 
cashiers of the several branches to sign and issue 
notes) will not take place. Congress is fully im- 
pressed with the belief that such an amendment of 
the charter would effectually destroy the chief things 
hoped for in the establishment of the bank: and we 
further believe that that body is prepared to at 
tempt a real amendment of said charter, by passing 
a law compelling the mother bank and its branches 
to receive the notes of said bank, no matter where 
made payable, in payment of any bills or debts due 
to the bank or its branches. This would truly 
equalize the exchange, and prevent the present 
depreciation* of the notes of the bank at certain 
places, as well as check the sale of drafts drawn 
by one branch ypon another, at a premium. But 
the lateness of the session and the pressure of bu- 
sinéss may prevent any motion on the important 
subject at this time. We are assured, however, 
that if the present state of things shall exist at the 
next sitting, that such an amendment will be pow- 
ertully supported. More on this hereafter. 
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“The notes of the mother bank are, or lately were, 
below par at Charleston, and probably et other 
Places. We have a curious statement to offer re- 
Specting such depreciations, which shall be pub- 


ished. 
Vor. XIV.——-7 


Negociation with Holland. 
OFFICIAL REPORT. : 

On the 23d ult. the following message was trans- 
mitted by the president of the United States to 
both houses of congress. 

To the senate and hose of representatives of the Unit- 
ed Scutes. 

In the course of the last summer a negociation 
vas commenced with the government of the Ne. 
therlands, with a view to the revisal and modifica- 
tion of the commercial treaty existing between the 
two countries, adapted to their present circum- 
stances. 

The report from the secretary of state, which I 
now lay before congress, will shew the obstacles 
which arose, in the progress of the conferences be- 
tween the respective plenipotentiaries, and which 
resulted in the agreement between them to refer 
the subject to the consideration of their respeetive 
governments. As the difficulties appear to be of 
a nature which may perhaps for the present be more 
easily removed by reciprocal legislative regulations, 
formed in the spirit of amity and conciliation, than 
by conventional stipulations, congress may think it 
advisable to leave the subsisting treaty inits pre- 
sent state, and to meet the liberal exemption from 
discriminating tonnage duties which has been con- 
ceded in the Netherlands to the vessels of the Unit- 
ed States, by a similar exemption to the vessels of 
the Netherlands which have arrived or may hereaf- 
ter arrive in our ports; commencing from the time 
when the exemption was granted to the vessels of 
the United States. I would further recommend to 
the consideration of congress the expediency of ex- 
tending the benefit of the same regulation, to com- 
mence from the passage of the law, to the vessels of 
Prussia, Hamburg and Bremen; and of making it 
prospectively general in favor of every nation in 
whose ports the vessels of the United States are ad- 
mitted on the same footing as their own. 

JAMES MONROE. 

March 19, 1818. 





Departmeng of state, 17th March, 1818. 

The secretary of state has the honor of submit- 
ting to the consideration of the president the cor- 
respondence herewith enclosed, between the en- 
voys extraordinary of the United States at the 
court of the Netherlands, and the plenipotentiaries 
appointed by that government for the purpcse of 
renewing and extending the commercial treaty al- 
ready existing between the two countries. The 
failure of this negociation 1s to be attributed prin- 
cipally to two obstacles which arose in the pro- 
gress of the discussions between the respective 
plenipotentiaries; one proceeding from an essential 
principle in the commercial regulations of this 
country, and the other from a prineiple of like cha- 
racter in the kingdom of the Netherlands. 

The law of 3d March, 1815, authorizing a par ial 
repeal of the diseriminating duties which operate 
against foreign shipping and the merchandise im- 
ported in them, required, as a condition of that re- 
peal, the abolition of ali discriminating or counter. 
vailing duties of any foreign nation to whose ad- 
vantage it should enure, so far as they operate to 





' the disadvantage ofthe United States; and on this 
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condition the acts of the United States, imposing 
discriminating duties, were declared to be repeal- 
ed only so far as respects the produce or manufac- 
ture of the nation tq which the foreign ship or ves- 
sel might belong. ‘The law, therefore, required a 
total abolition of discriminating or contervailing 
duties in the foreign nation, operating against the 
United States, and offered only apartial repeal of 
our discriminating duties, which operated against 
them, in return. From an imperfect view of the 
provisions of this act, which can be fully understood 
only be collating it with the general system and the 
particular provisions of the acts imposing discri- 
minating duties, part of which only it proposed to 
repeal, the government of the Netherlands, and 
others, appear to have understood it as offering a 
total repeal of all discriminating duties, as well of 
tonnage as upon merchandize of every description, 
without distinction of origin. The power of the 
president was, however, restricted by the terms of 
the laws. ‘fhelaws of the Netherlands imposed 
discriminating duties of tonnage, and on merchan- 
dize imported in foreign vessels, but without any 
distinction with regard to the origin of the mer- 
chandize. When, therefore, they revoked their 
discriminating duties so far as respected the Unit- 
ed States, they considered themselves, by the act 
of congress of 3d March, 1815, entitled to a total 
repeal of the discriminating duties m the United 
States, eperating against them, not only the ton- 
nage duties, butthose upon merchandize, whether 
of the produce or manufacture of the Netherlands, 
orof‘any other country. ‘his was, however, not 
warranted by the act of 3d March, 1815, nor could 
it be stipulated by treaty, without involving conse- 
quences affecting the commercial relations between 
the United States and other countries. The revo- 
cation of the discriminating duties upon merchan 

dize imported in vessels of the Netherlands, would 
be of little avail if limited to articles the produce 
er manufacture of that country, the principal part 
of whose exportations consist of the produce and 
manufacture of others. But, on the other hand, if 
that distinction in our navigation and revenue laws 
should be broken down with respect to one nation, 
it could be with difficulty, if at all, maintained with 
regard to any other. 

The other difficulty which occurred in the nego- 
ciation, related to the admission of vessels of the 
United States into the colonies of the Netherlands, 
if not upon the same footing as into the ports of 
the Netherlands in Europe, at least upon that of 
the most favored nation. To this it was objected 
by the plenipotentiaries of the Netherlands, that 
certain favors were granted by them to other na- 
tions, themselves possessing colonies, for the equi- 
valent of similar favors conceded in return, which 
could not be conceded to a nation possessing no 
colonies, and therefore not enabled to concede the 
equivalent. The same objection having been made 
by the British government to the admission of ves- 
sels of the United States into their colonies, it ap- 
pears to deserve attention how far the principle it- 
self is justifiable, and how far the United States 
ought to acquiesce in it. There are various grounds 
upon which it appears objectionable. 2. Because 
all the other maritime states, possessing colonies 
more or less significant, a classification, however 
general in terms, which applies, by way of exclu- 
sion, to the United States alone, is manifestly a mea- 
sure savouring of hostility to them, as much as if 
it was applied to them by name. 2. Because the 
United States not only, by the constant and unpa- 
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by the great enlargement of their territory, and the 


admission of new states, producing almost all the 
articles of European colonies in-this hemisphere, 
afford to all the commercial nations of Europe an 
equivalent similar in principle, and infinitely more 
valuable than the mere admission to two or three 
small islands of the West Indies, which is al] that 
some of the European states can grant for access to 
the colonies of the others. 3. The U. States have 
a just claim toa free trade with most of the colo- 
nies of the West India Islands, founded in the oc- 
casional indispensable necessities of the latter. If 
the United States should exercise their unquestion- 
able right of meeting prohibition with prohibition, 
the very existence of these Islands would be in 
jeopardy whenever they should be visited by those 
hurricanes which so frequently happen among them. 
It would be ungenerous, and scarcely reconcileable 
to the principles of humanity, should the United 
States avail themselves of those calamitous occur- 
rences to stop, on their part, the intercourse which 
at all other times is interdicted to them. By the 
laws of nature, no society can be justifiable in 
adopting measures towards another state, which 
may compel the latter to retaliate, in self: defence, 
by measures incompatible with humanity; yet such 
is the character of the intercourse permitted by 
several of the European nations between their colo. 
nies in the West Indies and the United States. Thus 
we have seen, within the last half year, the exclu- 
sion of our vessels from the ports of several West 
India Islands, and their re-admission, announced al- 
most in the same gazettes. That readmission, 
however, is limited to the time indispensable 
for saving the colony from famine and utter de- 
solation. There is something so glaringly une. 
qual and selfish in these alternatives of arbitrary 
interdiction, and compulsory intercourse, that it is 
believed the nations of Europe, possessing colo- 
nies, cannot fail of being ultimately made sensible 
of it, and of consenting to establish an intercourse 
upon principles more permanent and more favora- 
bly marked with reciprocity. 

In the mean time, as the government of the Ne- 
therlands have placed the vessels of the U. States, 
arriving in their ports, in regard to tonnage duties, 
on the same footing with their own, it is believed 
to be consistent with sound policy to extend the 
same principle to the vessels of the Netherlands ar- 
riving in the ports of the United States. The same 
liberality may be extended to the vessels of Prus- 
sia, Hamburg and Bremen, who, by virtue of the 
like regulations in their respective ports, have 
claimed the benefit of the proffer made in the law 
of 3d March, 1815. As an act of congress is ne- 
cessary for the purpose, perhaps the most expedient 
course would be to make it general, and limiting 
its operation to the tonnage duties, or charges 
upon vessels, to declare that no other or higher 
duties of that description than are paid by vessels 
of the United States, shall be paid in the ports of 
the United States by the vessels of any European 
nation, in whose portno other or higher duties of 
the same kind are paid by vessels of the United 
States, than by the vessels of such European nation 
itself. The measure in respect to the Netherlands, 
is of immediate urgency; the regulation in favor of 
the vessels of the United States there having alrea- 
dy been more than a year in force, in the confidence 
that the corresponding measure on the part of the 
United States would have been adopted of course, 
by virtue of the act of Sd of March, 1815. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
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State of South America. 


Report of the secretary of state, transmitted by the 
the president to the house of representatives, on the 
25th March, ult. 


The secretary of state, to whom has been refer- 
red the resolution of the house of representatives of 
the 10th of December, has the honor of submitting 
the documents herewith transmitted, as containing 
the information possessed at his department, re- 
quested by that resolution. 

In the communications received from Don Manu- 
el H. de Aguirre, there are references %o certain 
conferences between him and the secretary of state, 
which appear to require some explanation. 

_The character in which Mr. Aguirre presented 
himself was that of a publicagent from the govern- 
ment of La Plata, and of private agent of that of 
Chili—his commissions from both simply qualified 
him as agent; but his letter from the supreme direc- 
tor Pueyrredon, to the president of the United 
States, requested that he might be received with 
the consideration due to his diplomatic character. 
He had no commission as a public minister of any 
rank, nor any full power to negociate as such. Nei- 
ther the letter, of which he was bearer, nor he him- 
self, at his first interviews with the secretary of 
state, suggested that he was authorized to ask the 
acknowledgment of his government as independent 
—a circumstance which derived additional weight 
from the fact, that his predecessor, Don Martin 
Thompson, had been dismissed by the director 
Pueyrredon for having transcended his powers; of 
which the letter brought by Mr. Aguirre gave no- 
tice to the president. 

lt was some time after the commencement of the 
session of congress that he made this demand, as 
will be seen by the dates of his written communi- 
cations to the department. In the conferences 
held with him on that subject, among other ques- 
tions which it naturally suggested, were those 
of the manner in which the acknowledgment 
of his government, should it be deemed advisable, 
might be made? And what were the territories 
which he considered as forming the state or nation 
to be recognized? It was observed, that the man- 


ner in which the United States had been acknow-’' 
ledged as an independent power by France, was by, 


a treaty concluded with them, as an existing inde- 
pendent power, and in which each one of the states 
then composing the union, was distinctly named: 
that something of the same kind seemed to be ne- 
cessary in the first acknowledgment of a new go- 
vernment, that some definite idea might be formed, 
not of the precise boundaries, but of the general ex- 
tent of the country thus recognized. He said, the go- 
vernment of which he desired the acknowledgment 
was of the country which had, before the revolu- 
tion, been the vice-royalty of La Plata. It was then 
asked, whether that did not include Montevideo 
and the territory occupied by the Portuguese; the 
Banda Oriental, understood to be under the govern- 
ment of general Artigas, and several provinces, 
still in the undisputed possession of the Spanish 
government. He said it did; but observed, thar 
Artigas, though in hostjlity with the government 
of Buenos Ayres, supported, however, the cause of 
independence of Spain—and that the Portuguese 
could not ultimately maintain their possession of 
Montevideo. It was after this that Mr. Aguirre 
wrote the letter, offering to enter into #-negocia- 
tion for conducting a treaty; though admitting that 
he had no authority to that effect from his govern- 
ment. It may be proper to observe, that the mode 
Of recognition by concluding a treaty had not been 
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Suggested as the only one practicable or usual, but 
merely as that which had been adopted by France 
with the United States, and as offering the most 
convenient means of designating the extent of the 
territory acknowledged as a new dominion. 

The remark to Mr. Aguirre, that if Buenos Ayres 
should be acksowledged as independent, others 
of the contending provinces would, perhaps, de- 
mand the same, had particular reference to the 
Banda Oriental. The enquiry was, whether gen. Ar- 
tigas might not advance a claim of independence for 
those provinces, conflicting with those of Buenos 
Ayres, for the whole vice-royalty of La Plata? The 
Portuguese possession of Montevideo was noticed 
in reference to a similar question. 

It should be added, that these observations were 
connected with others, stating the reasons upon 
which the present acknowledgment of the govern- 
ment of La Plata, in any mode, was deemed by the 
president inexpedient, in regard as well to their 
interests as to those of the United States. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
List of papers, transmitted by the president, with the 

report of the secretary of state of 25th March, 1818. 

1. Don Yono. Alvarez to the president of the U. 
States, dated Buenos Ayres, 16th January, 1816. 

2. Declaration of independence of the United 
Provinces of La Plata, dated at Tucuman, 9th July, 
1816, communicated by don Manuel H. de Aguirre, 
to the depariment of state, 24th December, 1817. 

3. Don J. Martin de Pueyrredon, supreme diree- 
tor of the United Provinces of the Rio de la Plata, to 
the president of the United States, dated Ist Janu; 
ary, 1817. 

4. The same to the same dated 5th March, 1817. 

5. Commission granted by the supreme director 
of the state of Chili, to don Manuel H. de Aguirre, 
dated 8th March, 1817. ; 

6. Commission granted to the same, by the su 
preme director of the United Provinces of South 
America, dated at Buenos Ayres, 28th March, 1817. 

7. Don Bernado O’Higgins, supreme director of 
the state of Chili, to the president of the United 
States, dated Ist April, 1817 

8. Commission granted by the supreme director 
of the United Provinces of Rio de la I’lata, to don 
Manuel H. de Aguirre, as agent of that government, 
dated 2Sth April 1817. 

9. General don Jose de San Martin, commander 
in chief of the army of the Andes, to the president 
of the United States, without date. 

10. Don Cactano Bezares, secretary of state ad 
interem of the executive department of the confe- 
derated states of Venezuela, to the secretary of 
state of the United States, dated Pampatar, May 
22, 1817 —7th—transmitting 

11. The act of the re-establishment of the con- 
gress of Venezuela, at the city of San Felipe de 
Cariaco, on the 8th May, 1817. 

12. General don Jose Artigas, to the president of 
the United States, dated head-quarters at Purifica- 
cion, lst September, 1817. 

13. Don Manuel H. de Aguirre to the president 
of the United States, dated Washington, 29th Oc- 
tober, 1817. 

14. The same to the secretary of state, dated 16th 
December, 1817. 





15. The same to the same, 26th December, 1817. 
16. The same to the same 29th December, 1817. 
17. The same to the same, 6th January,1818. — 
18. The same to thesame, 16th January 1818. 


—_s~ 


[As some of the documents referred to in the 
preceding list may be thought important, we shall, 
perhaps, copy them-—as soon as possible.]| 
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Case of Mr. R. W. Meade. 


SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, Manca 24, 1818. 
The committee of the senate on foreign relations, 
to whom was referred the petition of sundry 
citizens of Philadelphia, asking the interposition 

of congress in behalf of Richard W. Meade, an 
American citizen, unjustly and wantonly confin- 
ed in a dungeon in Spain, by authority of that 
government, have given to the subject the deli- 
beration its importance deserved, and beg leave 

to submit the following report: 

It appears from the documents, that R. W. 
Meade is an American citizen, who went to Spain in 
the year 1803, on lawful business; that in the year 
1806, such was the confidence of the government 
in his integrity, that he was appointed navy agent 
for the United States at the port of Cadiz; a station 
which he held until the time of his’ confinement. 
Such was the correctness of his deportment, as to 
have béen appointed by the ‘tribunal of commerce 
at Cadiz, with the consent of all the parties con. 
cerned, assignee of a bankrupt, the amount of 
whose estate involved a high responsibility. Ife 
performed the duties thus devolved upon him, 
honestly; and having collected for distribution fifty 
thousand dollars, he several times petitioned the 
tribunal to permit him to remit this sum to the 
creditors of the bankrupt resident in England: the 
only proper course left him to pursue, inasmuch 
as he had, when appointed agent of the bankrupt, 
given his bond to that tribunal conditioned to take 
charge of the effects of the bankrupt, and éo be re- 
sponsible solely to the tribunal for the proceeds, being 
prohibited under the penalty of the bonds from dispos- 
ing of the funds without the sanction of the tribunal. 
A controversy having arisen between the creditors 
and bankrupt about the distribution, Meade offer- 
ed the money to either, if they would give a bond, 
with sureties, to the satisfaction of the tribunal of 
commerce, by which his own might be cancelled. 
This they were unable todo. The tribunal, of its 
own accord, and unexpectedly, decided that Meace 
should, on the following morning, place the money 
in the. king’s treasury, until the parties litigant 
should give the security required; it being declar. 
ed, that all Meade’s property should be sequester- 
edt in the case of non-payment at the time limited. 
‘The money was forthwith paid by Meade into the 
treasury, in treasury notes equal to specie, and 
hence ackriowledged by the treasurer, that the 
deposit had been made in due form, under his in- 
spection, in effective specie, and that whenever the 
trtbunal should order its payment, his majesty would 
pay it in the same coin. Notwithstanding this judg- 
ment, and the discharge thereof, by the payment 
aforesaid, Mr. Dermot, the agent for the British 
creditors, brought suit against Meade in the same 
court, torecover the very sum he had theretofore 
paid in conformity to its own judgment. The-court 
awarded judgment asrainst Meade a second time 
for this money. The latter appealed to the supe- 
rior tribunal, called Abradas. During its penden- 
cy, itis charged by Meade, that the cause was re- 
moved, by the interposition of the British minister, 
to the council of war, and, by the same interposi- 
tion, liis arrest and confinement were procured, 
from which he could be relieved only bya repay- 
ment of the money. He has languished in confine. 
ment from the 2d of May, 1816, down to the last 
accounts from Spain. The representative of this 
nation at that court has repeatedly appealed to his 
catholic majesty for the relief of Meade; and the 


refused either to restore the money depcsited in its 
own treasury, by order of its own competent judi- 

cial authority, or to release the person of Meade 

from the long confinement to which he has been 
doomed; and, finally, the president of the United 

States, whose peculiar province it is to take cog- 

nizance of subjects of this kind, has caused a re- 

presentation on the subject to be made to the mi- 
nister of Spain to the United States, demanding 
his immediate liberation. Nothing but a confidence 

that this representation will produce the desired 

result, would have restrained your committee from 

recommending the adoption of measures of severe 

retribution. 

Your committee are of opinion that it is due to 

the dignity of the U. States to adopt as a funda- 

mental rule of its policy, the principle, that one of 
its citizens, to whatever region of the earth his 

lawful business may carry him, and who demeans 

himself as becomes his character, is entitled to the 

protection of his government, and that whatever 

intentional injury may be done him, should be reta- 

liated by the employment, if necessary, of the whole 

force of the nation. 





Com. Aury arrived at Charleston about the middle 
of last month—he was arrested through the in- 
tervention of the Spanish consul, and brought be- 
fore judge Drayton by a habeas corpus, on which 
the following proceedings were had. 
HERNANDEZ, Hab 
wie. ab. corp. cum. causa. 

AURY DECREE, March 19th, 1818. 
The defendant has been brought before me, by a 
writ of habeas corpus cum. causa: upon which, the 
marshal has returned that the body of the defen- 
dant is detained by virtue of a process from the 
court of admiralty issued on the 16th instant, in 
the above case. Upon enquiring into the merits of 
that proce ss, it appears to be founded on an affida- 
vit and petition for process in the admiralty, of 
Hugh E. Vincent, in the following words: “That 
on the 19th day of May, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, the Spa- 
nish schooner Concepcion, owned by Her- 
nandez, merchant at the city of Matanzas, in the 
island of Cuba, of which Juan Fabre was master, 
and your petitioner navigator, or second officer, 
sailed from Portland, in the district of Maine, 
bound to Matanzas, in the island of Cuba, with a 
cargo of beef, lumber and other articles: That on 
the 20th day of June following, being in the Old 
Straits, fell in with the Carthagenian privateer schr. 
Velona, or aname very similar thereto, command- 
ed by Aury, commonly called and known as 
com. Aury. That a considerable number of the 
articles, belonging to the said schooner, were first 
taken from her by the crew of the said privateer; 
that the crew of the said schooner Concepcion were 
taken out of her, and carried on board the said pri- 
vateer; when the said schooner was taken posses- 
sion of by the said privateer and sunk. The crew 
of the schooner were put on board an open boat, 
and with considerable hazard and difficulty reached 
the shore on the island of Cuba. 
“Your petitioner further states, that the value o 
the cargo was about $4000, exclusive of the pro- 
bable profit, which would have acerued if it had 
been carried to its port of destination. That the 
said schooner, at least, was worth $4000, being 
sound and staunch, and about one hundred and five 
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appeal has cen in vain. The court of Spain having 


tons burthen, 
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“Your petitioner further shews, that he has good 
reason to believe that the said ——- Auryis now in 
the city of Charleston, within the jurisdiction of 
this court: Your petitioner therefore prays that a 
warrant to arrrest the body of the said —— Aury 
may issue out of this honorable court, in order that 
he may answer to the said owner of the said schoo- 
ner, and all others concerned, for the sinking of 
the said schooner and cargo; and your petitioner as 
i will ever pray. 
in duty bound 'P E. VINCENT.” 

“Personally appeared before me, the above Hugh 
E. Vincent, who being duly sworn maketh oath, 
that the facts set forth in the above petition are 
just and true. H. E. VINCENT.” 
“Sworn to before me, the 

16th March, 1818. 

MORTON A. WARING, J. P-” 

Two grounds having been relied on by Cross, 
council for the defendant, Ist that both the plain- 
tiff and defendant are foreigners, as appears by the 
petition for admiralty process, which has been 
sworn to. That the plaintiff is not within the ter- 
ritory or jurisdiction of the United States, and al- 
though the defendant be present under the pro- 
cess of the court of admiralty for this district, yet 
he is a foreigner, unwilling to submit his case to the 
consideration of this court. 

‘Qdly. That the present actor, H. E. Vincent, has 
no authority to institute a suit of this nature, from 
the nominal! plaintiff, Hernandez, and others, own- 
evs of the said Spanish schooner Concepcion and 
cargo. ; : 

Upon the first ground, the arrest in this case 
must be dismissed; for it must be recollected, the 
gist of the matter in dispute, is prize or no prize: 
and upon that the charge of a marine tort or tres- 
pass is superinduced. As a neutral tribunal, this 
court of admiralty will carefully avoid teking cog- 
nizance of prize matters of foreign nations, occur- 
ing upon the high seas, as this is stated to have 
been. Whatever happened on the occasion, at sea, 
was flagrante bello, betwixt the contending parties; 
involving directly the question of prize; of course 
this court will not assume jurisdiction, On this 
point the cases in the books are many. It might 
be otherwise, when a tort is only considered as a 
marine trespass, and not an incident ofa case Jure 
belli. Gallison’s Rept. Vol. 2d. page 41. 2d. Dallas 
249.—Had indeed the Concepcion been brought into 
this port after the capture, and before condemna- 
tion, and any claims had been set up on the principle 
of the jus postliminii, by citizens of the United States 
interested therein, it might have been otherwise 
agreeably to the case of Rose vs. Himili, and others 
which may be cited, it would have been a matter 
in rem, suitable for the consideration of this court. 
But it is quite otherwise, as for my present con- 
sideration; being one in personam, for damages as 
for a marine tort or trespass, arising from a capture 
at sea; which being incidental to the question of 
prize must be subjected to the conclusions which 
i have already drawn on that head.. 

It is not necessary to enlarge on the second point, 
as the case is disposed of on the first. It appears, 
however, that Vincent, who petitioned for admiral- 
ty process in this case, is unauthorized in behalf of 
the owners to do so; and he being a navigator or 
pilot only on board, I should presume would not 
place him in that near affinity to the owners of the 
vessel and cargo, as would enable him to substitute 
himself for their benefit and behoof in carrying on 
asuit in a foreign court, without any other autho- 





Before 1 dismiss the subject, however, it is pro- 
per to observe, this opinion has been entirely 
grounded on principles touching these two points, 
which have been argued, and upon them alone. 
Nothing has been considered’as to the military 
grade of the defendant who is before me; or the 
authority by which he acted at the time the cap- 
ture was made. To have touched these heads, 
would have been to lose sight of that line of neu- 
trality, which the courts of the United States h:ve 
holden on all matters relating to foreign nations; 
and particularly to Spanish collisions in the pre- 
sent contest in which the subjects of Spain are er- 
gaged. 

Let the defendant Aury be discharged, and th 
costs incurred are to be paid by Hugh E. Vincent, 
the actor inthiscause. 

It is further ordered and adjudged, that the suit 


instituted in the admiralty against the said Louis 


Aury, be dismissed with costs. 
JOHN DRAYTON, 
District judge of Sou'h Carolina. 


Law of the United States. 


An act to provide for certain persons engaged in 
the land and naval service of the United States 
in the revolutionary war. _ 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives ef the United States of America, in congress 
ussembled, That every commissioned officer, non- 
commissioned officer, musician and private soldier, 
and all officers in the hospital department and me- 
dical staff, who served in the war of the revolution 
until the end thereof, or for the term of nine months 
or longer, at any period of the war, on the conti- 
nental establishment; and every commissioned 
officer, non-commissioned officer, mariner, or ma- 
rine, who served at the same time, and for a like 
term, in the naval service of the United States, 
who is yet a resident citizen of the United States, 
and who is, or hereafter, by reason of his reduc- 
ed circumstances in life, shall be in need of as- 
sistance from his country for support, and shall 
have substantiated his claim to a pension in the 
manner hereinafter directed, shall receive a pen- 
sion from the United States: if an officer of twenty 
dollars per month during life; if a non commis- 
sioned officer, musician, mariner, marine, or private 
soldier of eight dollars per month during life: Pro- 
vided, no person shall be entitled to the provisions 
of this act, until he shall have relinquished his 
claim to every pension heretofore allowed him by 
the laws of the United States. . 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That to enti. 
tle any person to the provisions of this act, he shall 
make a declaration under oath or afhrmation, be- 
fore the district judge of the United States of the 
district, or before any judge or court of record of 
the county, state or territory in which the applicant 
shall reside, setting forth, if he belonjed to the ar- 
my, the company, regiment, and line to which he 
belonged; the time he entered the service, and the 
time and manner of leaving the service; and i) case 
he belonged to the navy, u like declaration, setting 
forth the name of the vessel, and particular service 
in which he was employed, and the time and man- 
ner of leaving the service, and shall offer such other 
evidence as may be in his power; and on its appear- 
ing to the satisfaction of said judye, that the appli- 
cant served in the revolutionary war, as aforesaid, 
against the common enemy, he shall certify and 
transmit the testimony in the case, and the pro- 
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ceedings had thereon, to the secretary of the de- 
partment of war, whose duty it shall-be, if satisfied 
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seprobated in the ministerial papers. 
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the applicant comes under the provisions of this 
act, to place such officer, musician, mariner, ma- 
rine, or soldier on the pension list of the United 


States, to be paid in the same manner as pensions [| 


to invalids, who have been placed on the pension 
list, are now paid, and under such restrictions und 
regulations, in all respects, as are prescribed by 
law. 

Sec: 3. And be it further enacted, That every 
pension, by virtue of this act, shall commence on 
the day that the declaration under oath or affirma- 
tion, prescribed in the foregoing section, shall be 
made. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passage of this act, no sale, transfer or 
mortgage of the whole, or any part of the pension 
payable in pursuance of this act, shall be valid; and 
any person wha shall swear and affirm falsely in the 
premises, and be thereof convicted, shall suffer as 
for wilful and corrupt perjury. 

H. CLAY, 
Speaker of the house of representatives. 
DANIEL D. TOMPKINS, 
Vice-president of the United States, 
and president of the senate. 


a = = 
Deaths within the bills of mortality of London, 
in 1817, 10,033 males, 9,935 females; christenings, 
12, 624 males, 11,605 females. | ’ 
The arrival of the princess of Wales is expected 
in England—an unwelcome visitor. 

Old George Rose, famous for the places he held 
under government, is dead—his son, G. H. Rose, 
succeeds him, dy reversion, as clerk of the parlia- 
ment, with about $15,000 a year. 

It was ascertained that the British ports would 
be opened for the introduction of bread stuffs o 
the 15th Feb. : 

Lhe Bank. A London paper of Jan. 12, says—It 
is said that ministers have agreed with the govern- 
ors and directors of the bank, to introduce a bill 
into parliament to continue the restriction of cash 
payments for two years more, from the present 
month of July next, at which time the present re- 
striction expires. If this be true, which we appre- 
hend it is, the public will consider it as a proof that 
all the calculations of the chancellor of the exche- 
quer have failed; and his system is proved to be 
deceitful. While there is an unfunded debt of se- 
venty-five millions, and that the public owe the 
bank an enormous sum, the treasury must yield to 





‘March 18, 1818—Approved, 
JAMES MONROE, 
WaR DEPARTMENT, 
Pension office, March 26, 1818. 
Rules and rezulatious for substantiating claims to 
pensions, to be observed under the law of cangress of 
the 18th of March, 1818, viz: 

The commissions of officers, and the discharges 
of the regular soldiers of the army of the revolu- 
tion, (if in existence) applying for pensions under 
the above act, will, in every instance, be fournished 
to the war department; and the signatures of the 
respective judges, certifying in these cases, must 
be attested by the seals of the courts where such 
judges presicie. The person applying for pension | 
to declare, under oath, before the judge, that, from | 
his reduced circumstances, he needs the assistance 
of his country for support. 





Approved, J.C. CALHOUN. 











Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND. 

A bill ta repeal the act suspending the habeas 
corpus has passed both houses of parliament—and 
those that were imprisoned under it have been dis- 
charged. But papers relating to the state of the 
country had been sent into parliament in a “sealed 
green bag’”’—confidential. Petitions for parliamen- 
tary reform were yet presenting, and some meet- 
ings of the people had been held which are severely 


Gregor McGregor has arrived in London. 

Siocks—American 6 per cent. 104 1-2, U. S. bank 
shares 342. Br. 3: per cent. consols 79 1-2. The 
London papers speak of “fictitious prices” given to 
the funds, which, it ig said, also applies to the stock 
of the bank of the U. S.—“no sales ” 

The whole import of cotton into Great Britain in 
1817 is estimated at 479,291 packages, weighing 
131,951,200 Ibs. of a value of 10 millions sterling. 
Increase since the last year—41 millions, chiefly 
from the opening of the East India trade. 

Extensive forgeries on the bank of England have 


the mandate of the blue parlor, and the conse- 
quence will be, that speculation in every article, 
fictitious prices, and the export of capital for the 
benefit of our rivals in manufacture and commerce 
will go on to an increased extent. 

BRITISH PARLIAMENT. 

On the 27th Jan. the Parliament of England was 
opened by commission. The following is the speech 
of the lords commissioners:— 

My lords and gentlemen—We are commanded by 
his royal highness the prince regent to inform you 
that it is with great concern that he is obliged to 
announce to you the continuance of his majesty’s 
lamented jndisposition. 

The prince regent is persuaded that you will 
deeply participate in the affliction with which his 
royal highness has been visited, by the calamitous 
and untimely death of his beloved and only child 
the princess Charlotte. Under this awful dispen- 
sation of Providence, it has been a soothing conso- 
lation to the prince regent’s heart, to receive from 
all descriptions of his majesty’s subjects, the most 
cordial assurances both of their just sense of the 
loss which they have sustained, and of their sym- 
pathy with his paternal sorrow: ard, amidst his 
own sufferings, his royal highness has not been 
unmindful of the effect which the sad event must 
have on the interests and future prospects of the 
kingdom. 

We are commanded to acquaint you, that the 
prince continues to receive from foreign powers the 
strongest assurances of their friendly disposition 
towards this country and of their desire to main- 
tain the general tranquility. 

His royal highness has the satisfaction of being 
able toassure you, that the confidence which he has 
invariably, felt in the stability of the great sources 
of our national prosperity, has not been disappoint- 
ed. 

The improvement which has taken place in the 
course of the last year, in almost every branch of 
our domestic industry, and the present state of 
public credit, affording abundant proof that the 
difficulties under which the country was laboring 
were chiefly to be ascribed to temporary causes. 





been detected. 


So important a change could not fail to withdraw 
from the disaffected the principal means of which 


39,000 seamen and marines belong to Greenwich |they had availed themsclves for the purpose of fos 
Jmenting a spirit of discontent, which unhappily led 


Hospital! 
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to acts of insurrection and treason: and his royal 
highness entertains the most confident expectation, 
that the state of peace and tranquility to which the 
country is now restored, will be maintained against 
all attempts to disturb it, by the persevering vigi- 
lance of the magistracy, and by the loyalty and 
good sense of the people. 

Gentlemen of the house of commons—The prince re- 
gent has directed the estimates for the current year 
to be laid out before you. 

His royal highness recommends to your continu- 
ed attention the state of the public income and ex- 
penditures; and he is most happy in being able to 
acquaint you, that, since you were last assembled 
in parliament, the revenue has been in a state of 
progressive improvement in its most important 
branches. 

My lords and gentlemen—We are commanded by 
the prince regent to inform you, that he has con- 
cluded treaties with the courts of Spain and Portu- 
gal on the important subject of the abolition of the 
slave trade. 

His royal highness has directed that a copy of the 
former treaty should be immediately laid before 
you; and he will order a similar communication to 
be made of the latter treaty, as soon as the ratifica- 
tion of it shall have been exchanged. 

In these negociations it has been his royal high- 
ness’s endeavour, as far as circumstances would 
permit, to give effect to the recommendations con- 
tained in the joint addresses of the two houses of 
parliament; and his royal highness has a full reli- 
ance on your readiness to adopt such measures as 
may be necessary for fulfilling the engagement in- 
to which he has engaged for that purpose. 

The prince regent has commanded us to direct 
your particular attention to the deficiency which 
has so long existed in the number of places of pub, 
lic worship belonging to the established church, 
when compared with the increased and increasing 
population of the country. 

His royal highness most earnestly recommends 
this important subject to your early consideration, 
deeply impressed as he has no doubt you are, with 
a just sense of the many blessings which this coun- 
try by the favor of Divine Providence, has enjoyed, 
and with the conviction that the religous and moral 
habits of the people are the most gare and firm foun- 
dation of national prosperity. 

FRANCE. 

The allied troops are not to be withdrawn from 
France—but the pecuniary demands of the allied 
sovereigns for protecting the French are involved 
with difficulties. The peace establishment of 
France is fixed at 240,000 men. A speech af the 
minister of war, in the chamber of deputies, on the 
increase of the army, was loudly applauded in the 
galleries; which proceeding was disapproved of by 
the chamber, as a violation of decorum. 

There is a report, and it seems worthy of respect, 
that when the allied troops shall evacuate France, a 
body of them will be kept at Frankfort in Germany, 
to act as emergencies may require. 

London Feb. 3.—By the Dutch mail we are taught 
to believe that the duke of Wellington’s visit to 
this country has had two negociations for its object, 
—IAst, with regard to the urgent demands of the 
French government for a prompt removal, or, if 
that be inadmissable, a serious diminution of the 
occupying army; 2d, with regard to some propo- 
sals touching the British corps d’armee in particu- 
lar. The issue of each is impatiently expected. 
French politicians speculate with much earnestness 
and confidence on the immediate passing of the re- | 


= 
cruiting law and on the employment of « large por- 
tion of the force raised under it, in the speedy re- 
duction of St. Domingo; a’ purpose which we are 
positively assured has never been abandoned by 
the French government, although its execution may 
have been suspended by the unfortunate circum- 
stances in which France was recently placed. Vo- 
lunteers, they say, are to be invited to join the ex- 
pedition, on the details of which many officers of 
high military reputation have been consulted. Des- 
patches between the British, Russian, and Prussian 
governments are daily passing through Calais and 
Dover. 

SPAIN. | 

We have continual accounts of the dark despo- 
tism of Spain. The inquisition is in full power! 
Such is the end of “patriotism” in that wretched 
country. 

The infant female child of the king is dead—but 
there were hopes that the wife of his brother, Car- 
los, would supply the loss! 

The conscription—“horrible French conscription.” — 
Madrid Dec. 18.—By the royal decree, which or- 
dains a levy of 18,000 men a year, for four years, to 
replace the militia who have received leave of ab- 
sence, it is remarked that a great part of the ex- 
ceptions consecrated by the ancient ordinances are 
no longer maintained in this levy. The nobles are 
to be drawn by lot, and to serve as distinguish- 
ed soldiers or cordets; but if they will be exempted 
they shall pay a sum of 20,000 reals. é' 

Orders have been issued for the drawing of 1818, 
of 17,950 men, from the unmarried, between 17 and 
36 years of age. 

A London paper of January 7, says—-A royal de- 
cree of the king of Spain had been issued prohibit- 
ing Spanish subjects hereafter from trading in 
slaves on the coast of Africa, north of the line, un- 
der the penalty of transportation for ten years to the 
Phillippines, and confiscation of ship and cargo.— 
All slaves who may be brought from said coasts, 
are to be declared free the moment they land in any 
Spanish port. The trade in slaves south of the lme 
is to cease after the SOth May, 1820, under similar 
penalties. 

PORTUGAL. 

The Gazette of Geneva announces the death, at 
Lisbon, of the baron Onatela, farmer-general of to- 
bacco, who has left property to the amount of 
15,000,000 florins. According to the directions of 
his will, his coffin is to be covered with gold, and 
fastened with a golden lock, the key of which, also 
of gold, has been delivered to his next of kin. 

ITALY. 

London, January 15.—The court of Rome persists 
in its plan of successive suppression at the feudal 
system. All the barons who refuse to renounce 
their jurisdiction in the fiefs they possess, are 
obliged to pay considerable sums to the officers of 
justice and the military force. ‘he greater part of 
these barons, to save these sums, have consented 
to renounce whatever was required of them. 

SICILY. 

The king, having adopted measures to divest the 
clergy of some of the lands that they enjoyed the 
revenues of, “for the good of the church,”—much 
disaffection is reported to exist in Sicily. 

GERMANY. 

A great army is to be kept up at Frankfort to 
maintain the peace of Europe. The public mind i: 
Germany is represented as being far from a state of 
quiet. The military contingent of ther Germani 
confederation is to consist of 120,000 men, viz 





96,900 infantry, 18,000 cavalry and 6,000 artillery—- 
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the cevalry to be doubled and the artillery tripled 
in case of war. 

The son of Napoleon, by Maria Louisa, is to have 
the first rank after the princes of the imperial fa- 
snily of Austria, with the title of duke. ‘There is 
areport that be will be made king of Italy. 

Baron Charles de Sturmer is appointed Austrian 
consul-general, to reside at Philadelphia, with the 
pay of 24,000 francs,per annum, besides 12,000 more 
as a personal salary, and 10,000 ducats for an outfit. 

PRUSSIA. 

Berlin, January 10—The legal enquiry institut- 
ed against colonel Thieli and the ci-devant captain 
of cavalry Goschitzki, for fighting a duel, is now 
terminated, and has been followed by a sentence, 
which is entirely contormable to the severity of 
our laws upon duelling. ‘This first sentence has 
been pronounced only on the officers engaged in 
this affair. Colonel Theili has been sentenced to 
nine years’ confinement in a fortress, and his second 
to the same punishment for four years. It is said, his 
majesty has confirmed the sentence to its full ex- 
tent. Sentence has not yet been passed upon M. 
Goschitzki, who having been previously cashiered 
for other transgressions, is no longer amenable to 
military law. 

SWITZERLAND. 

The Swiss government, in compliance with the 
requisition made hy the ministers of France and 
Austria, have decided that no publication shall be 
permitted in that country containing offensive and 
improper sentiments. 

RUSSIA. 

‘Taganrock, on the Black sea, has become a place 
of great trade, though less frequented than Odessa 
—— 287 vessels sailed from it in the course of last 
year, not including 132 vessels employed in coast- 
ing. The imports of gold and silver specie are given 
at 5,582,249 roubles, and of merchandize to the va- 
lue of 2,658,645 roubles—the exports, 11,979,700 
roubles, 

BARBARY POWERS. 

The Algerines have recently captured nine ves 
sels (of what nations not stated) in the Mediterr:- 
nean, The plague rages at various places on the 
coast. The bey of Oran has been strangled. 

It is said to be the intention of the grand seignior 
to confirm the election of the new Dey of Algiers, 
although he had been raised to that dignity by re- 
bellion. 

The dey of Algiers has most grossly insulted the 
British and Sardinian consuls—the latter was or- 
dered to leave Algiers; and the British papers talk 
loudly of another expedition against the pirates. 

A Portuguese frigate is said to have been cap- 
tured by the Algerines; and the former to have de- 
clared war against the latter. 

WEST INDIES. 

The Spanish authorities in Cuba and St. Domin. 
go are holding out strong inducements to emigrants 
to settle in those islands. After what has occur- 
red they will find great difficulty to make any be- 
lieve that their promises are to be relied upon, 

Many slaves have effected their escape from se- 
veral of the British islands by scizing upon small 
vessels, to the great alarm of the planters, and, 
probably, miserably to perish at sea. 

EAS’ INDIES. 

The Pieshwah has ceded to the British a tract of 
country producing a clear revenue of thirty-four 
lacks of rupees, with the important fort at Ahmed- 
migger, &c He is now fairly and fully under the 
protection of the British. [A rupee is yalued at 55 
cents—a lack is 100,000.) 
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The East India company are negociatin; anew 
loan at 6 per cent—and propose to add the interest 
to the principal, when over 100 Sicca Rupees, it 
the lenders consent. ) 

SPANISH AMERICA. ; 

A late arrival from Buenos Ayres gives us reason 
to fear that the republic of La Plata is not so well 
settled as could be wished. The executive part of 
the government seems very despotic; but some al- 
lowances must be made for the condition of the 
country, no doubt infected with secret enemies and 
traitors. Artigas, the chief of Banda Oriental, is 
at open war with the Buenos Ayreans, and lately 
defeated and nearly destroyed 1500 men sent against 
him. ‘Talcahuana, the ouly royal post in Chili, still 
held out, though besieged by a patriot army under 
general Brayer, a soldier of Napoleon—a reinforce-' 
ment of 3000 men from Lima is said to have arrived 
at Talcahuana. 

The ship Beaver, of New York, laded with a ve- 
ry valuable cargo, and the brig Canton, of Salem, 
have been seized at Talcahuana, by the royalists, 
for being engaged in a trade with certain countries 
poss@ssed by the patriots—and their crews have 
been thrown into prison. (CpBritish vessels so si- 
tuated and equally in the power of the Spanish au- 
thorities, were not molested. 

These vessels were bound to the N, W. coast, Ja- 
pan and Canton; they stopped to get supplies of 
wood and water—were violently taken possession of 
an «rmes! force, and iheir crews tre-ted in the most 
indignant and barbarous manner. Five of them, 
however, escaped and were well received by Ber- 
nardo O’Higgins, the patriot general commanding 
in Chili. The invoice value of the cargoes of these 
vessels is given at $280,000. 

The British have a frigate on this coast to pro- 
tect their trade. The Ontario and, possibly, the 
Hornet, may have the same object in regard to 
our’s. A British ship had arrived at Valparaiso 
from Calcutta with a cargo of piece goods valued 
at $300,000. | 

Many rich prizes had recently arrived at Buenos 
Ayres. Several vessels of war were fitting. 

The Buenos Ayrean government appears to be on 
the best understanding with that of Brazil—Arti- 
gas is at war with both, 

It is reported that gen. Minu is not dead. The 
whole story of his capture, execution and dissec- 
tion is said to bea “legitimate” fabrication; and his 
affairs are represented as prosperous! We do not 
believe this news to be true. 

It is notorious that Spain draws a large portion 
of her supplies for carrying on her war against the 
colonists, direct from the United States; and nearly 
the whole of her naval force in the American seas 
is made up of vessels purchased here—yet it is 
complained that we afford facilities to the patriot 
privateers. The fact is, that our xeutrality has been 
a little like the Indian’s tree—which was so straight 
that it /eaned ’tother way. 

A stout ship and 2 heavily armed brigs, supposed 
to be under the command of admiral Brown, were 
lately off Cuba. <A royal sloop of war, of 24 guns, 
had a 10-minutes fight with the ship, and put into 
Matanzas, “literally cut to pieces.” ‘The squadron 
was Watching for a frigate expected from Vera 
Cruz with $3,000,000. ‘rhe war in Venezuela still 
rages, With various success and great effusion of 
blood. The population of this country must be ex- 
ceedingly reduced. An expedition, under command 
of Bolivar, sailed from Angustura on the 31st Dec. 
in 38 gun-boats, and other small vessels—destina- 
tion not stated. ‘The independent squadron at that 


place fiiting out, and soon expected to be ready 


' recognizing the wrongs of Mr Meade, and declar- 


* 


_of the United States in South Carolina and Georgia; 


resolution directing medals to be struck, and, toge- 


-jations, to whom had been referred the representa 
_tions in behalf of Mr. Meade, made a report of con 
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for sea, consisted of three brigs, 1 polacre, 4 schoo- 
ners, and 2. gun boats, some of them heavily armed 
Admiral Brown has arrived off the Balize, with 
an armed brig in company, his prize. He fell in 
with a convoy of Guineamen, and compelled a sloop 
of war and a schooner to strike to him; but the 
state of the weather prevented him from taking 
possession, and they escaped in the night. 


CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 

March 20.—Mr. Crittenden, from the committee 
on the judiciary, reported a bill prescribing the 
manner of deciding controversies between two or 
more states. 

Mr. Williams, of Tenn. from the committee on 
military affairs, reported the bill to reduce the staff 
of the army, with an amendment. 

The president laid before the senate the general 
account of the treasurer of the United States for 
1817, and the accounts of the war and navy depart. 
ments, from October, 1816 to October 1817, toge- 
ther with the reports thereon. 

A message in writing was received from the 
president of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Mon- 
roe, respecting negociations which took place last 
year with the government of the Netherlands, 
which was read. 

Several bills were p»ssed through different stag- 
es. Adjourned to Monday. 

March 23.—The bill regulating the pay of bre- 
vet officers was passed—and several other bills 

passed through different readings. 

March 24.—Mr. Roberts presented the memorial 
of Benjamin G. Orr, requesting an investigation of 
his conduct as contractor for supplying the troops 








which was read. 
Mr. Dickerson, agreeably to notice, reported a 


ther with the thanks of congress, presented to ma- 
jor general Harrison and gov. Shelby. 
Mr. Burdour, from the committee of foreign re- 


siderable length, taking a full view of the subject, 


ing, substantially, that if the demand of the execu- 
tive for his release be not complied with, the of- 
fence ought to be visited with severe retribution. 
‘See the report, page 92.] 7 

The bill adjusting the claims to land, and estab- 
lishing land offices in the districts east of the island 
of New Orleans, had been previously much contest- 
ed; and, on the question that the bill be engrossed 
for a third reading, it was decided as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Campbell, Dagget, Gaillard, 
Morrow, Roberts, Ruggles, Smith, Van Dyke, Wil- 
liams.—9 

NAYS.—Messrs. Burrill, Dickerson, Eppes, Fro- 
mentin, Horsey, Hunter, Johnson, Lacock, Macon, 
Stokes, Storer, ‘Talbot.—12 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr Barbour introduced a bill to increase the sa. 


laries of certain officers of government—[heads of 


departments. ] 

March, 25.—Mr Troup submitted the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of set- 
ting apart and appropriating the dividends which 


in the bank of the Wnited States, to the manufac- 
ture of arms and equipments, for arming and equip- 
ping the whole body of the militia of the U. States. 
[Agreed to next day]. 

March 26.—A considerable number of reports, 
bills, &c. were disposed of— __ 

The joint resolution, offered by Mr. Barbour on 
the 9th of December, proposing an amendment to 
the constitution, to give congress the power of ap- 
propriating money for the construction of roads and 
canals, with the consent of the states in which they 
are made, &c. was taken up; and, 

On motion of Mr. Daggett to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration thereof to the Ist of July next, 
(to rejeci it) it was determined in the affirmative 
as follows: : 

For the postponement—Messrs. Burrill, Camp- 
bell, Crittenden, Daggett, Eppes, Gaillard, Horsey, 
Hunter, King, Lacock, Morril, Morrow, Ruggles, 
Sanford, Storer, ‘Talbot, Taylor, Troup, Van Dyke, 
Williams of Miss. Williams of Ten. Wilson.— 

Against the posponement.—Messrs. Barbour, 
Dickerson, Fromentin, Macon, Roberts, Smith, 
Stokes, Tait, Tichenor.—9. 

The bill to incorporate a fire insurance company 
in Washington city: the bill-to authorize the state 
of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles to 
certain entries and locations of lands; the bill to re- 
duce the staff of the army; the bill to regulate the 
fees of notaries in Washington county, district of 
Columbia; and a bill to make valid certain acts of 
the justices of the peace in the district of Colum- 
bia, were severally read the third time, passed, and 
sent to the other house. 

The senate resumec the consideration of the bilt 
to increase the salaries of the heads of departments 
and of the attorney general. 

Various propositions were received and. disposed 
of respecting the increase proper to be made, the 
impropriety of discrimination in fixing the compen- 
sation of these officers, &c. 

The bill was finalty amended so as to fix the sala- 
ries of the secretaries of state and of the treasury 
at 6500 dollars each, the secretaries of war and of 
the navy 6000 dollars each; that of the attorney 
general at 3500 dollars; and that of the post master 
general at 4000 dollars, to commence on the first 
of January last. 

In this shape the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading; and 

The senate adjourned. 

March 27.—Mr. Wilson from the committee of 
post offices, to whom was committed an enquiry 
into the expediency of providing for the security 
of passengers in the mail coaches, against danger 
arising from gross negligence in the proprietors or 
drivers, made a report adverse to any such provi- 
sion by law. 

Several bills were passed to a second and third 
reading. , 

The senate resumed the considemation of the £21- 
lowing joint resolution: 

fesolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of Americain congress assembled, 
That the thanks of congress be, and they are hereby 
presented to major general William Henry Harri- 
son, and Isaac Shelby, late governor of Kentucky, 
and through them to the officers and men under 
their command, for their gallantry and good con- 
duct in defeating the combined British and Indian 
forces under major general Proctor, onthe Thames, 
in Upper Canada, on the fifth day of October, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, capturing the 





ehall arise from the shares held by the government 


entire British army with their baggage, camp equi- 





ae =i 
~———- - 


i 














































99 


NILES’ REGISTER —APRIL 4, 1818--CONGRESS. 





oS ee 





page, and artillery; and that the president of the 
United States be requested to cause two gold me- 
dals to be struck emblematical of this triumph, and 
presented to general Harrison and Isaac Shelby, 
la'e governor of Kentucky. . 7 

The resolution was modified by striking out the 
word “entire,” in the 12th line, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Among the bills passed this day was the bill to 
increase the salaries of certain officers of the go- 
vernment. 

Adjourned to Monday. | 

Wednesday, April 1.—The resolution requesting 
the president of the United States to procure a 
sword, to be presented to Richard M. Johnson, was 
gead a third time, unanimously passed, and sent to 
the house of representatives. 

Mr. Roberts, from a select committee, reported a 
bill to amend the act for prohibiting the importa- 
tion of slaves, and to repeal certain parts of it; and 
the bill was read and passed to a second reading. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, March 20. A report from the committee 
was received favorable to the allowance ofa draw- 
back on refined sugars, and spirits distilled from 
foreign materials exported. 

On motion of Mr. Little, the resolution of the 
gener :] assembly of Maryland, respecting the esta- 
blishment of a naval depot within that state, laid 
before the house on the 25th ult. was referred to a 
select committee. 

Mr Sergeant submittec the following motion: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be and he is hereby requested to lay before this 
house, if not inconsistent with the public interest, 
any communications made to the department of 
state, relating to the occupation of Amelia island 
not heretofore communicated. 

After an unsuccessful motion to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table, and a good deal of discussion on 
the propriety of making this additional call on the 
executive, the resolution was agreed to. 

‘The house (having refused to take up the neu- 
trality bill) again went into committee of the whole, 
Mr. Smith of Md. in the chair, on the report of 
the committee of elections respecting the right of 
Mr. Herrick, a member from Ohio, to a seat in this 
house—Mr Adams’ motion to reverse the report, 
and thus vacate the seat, being under considera- 
tion— 

After debate—the question on concurring with 
the committee of the whole in reversing the report 
of the committee of elections, was decided in the 
negative, by yeas and mays, as follows: 

Those who voted for concurring with the com- 
mittee of the whole, and, of course, against the 
right of the member to a seat, were— 


Messrs. Abbett, Adams, Allen, Mass. Anderson, Ky. Austin, 
Rall, Barbour, Va» Bateman, Bayley, Beecher, Bellinger, Ben- 
nett, Burwell, Claiborne, Cook, Crawford, Cushman, Darlington, 
Edwards, Erving, S. C. Floyd, Forney, Forsyth, Garnett, Hogg, 
Holmes, Con. Hopkinson, Huntingdon, Irving, N. Y. Johnson, 
Va. Little, Lowndes, M‘Lane, Marr, Mason, R. I. Middleton, 
Jere Nelson, H. Nelson, Owen, Pawling, Peter, Pindall, Pleasants, 
Reed, Rhea, Rice, Richards, Robertson, Loa. Ruggles, Sawyer, 
Schuyler, Sergeant, Seybert, Sherwood, Simpkins Slocumb, S. 
Smith, Bal. Smith, J. S. Smith, Speed, Stewart, N. C. Terrell, 
Terry, Tompkins, Tucker, Va. Tusker, S. C. Walker. Ken. 
‘Wendover, Westerlo, Whiteside, Williams, Con. Williams. N.Y. 
Williams, N. C. Wilson, Mass.—74, : ’ 

Those who voted against concurring, and in fa- 
yor of the member’s keeping his seat, were-—— 

Messrs. Allen, Vt. Anderson, Pa. Baldwin, Barber, Ohio, Bas- 
sett, Bloomtielu, Blount, Boden, Boss, Butler, Campbell, Clagett, 
Cobb, Comstock, Crafts, Cruger, Culbreth, Desha, Earle, Elii- 
eott, Folger, Gage, Hale, Hall, Del. Harrison, Hasbrouck, Her- 
kimer, Hitchcock, Holmes, Mass. Hubbard, Hunter, Johnson, 


Coy, Marchand, Mason, Mass. Merrill, Moore, Morton, 


nerf M ] 
» Ma Murray, New, e, Palmer, Patterson, Poin- 


Mosel 


dexter, Porter, Rich, Ringgold. Robertson, Ky. Sampson, Sa- 


dder, Settle, Shaw, Silsbee, Southard, Spencer, Strong, 


rage, Scu 
ob Imadge, Tarr, Taylor, Townsend, Tyler, Upham, Walker, 


» C. Wallace, Whitman, Wilkin, Wilson, Pa.—77. 
So the house refused to concur in the report of 
the committee of the whole; and then 

After an unsuccessful motion by Mr. Forsyth, to 
recommit the subject to the committee of elec- 
tions with instructions to report the case of Mr. 
Herrick distinct from other cases now embraced in 
the report; and a motion, also unsuccessful, by Mr. 
Allen, of Massachusetts, to postpone the report in- 
definitely— 

The question was taken, by the yeas and nays on 
agreeing with the committee of elections that Mr. 
Herrick is entitled toa seat, and decided in the af- 
firmative—yees 77, noes 70. Adjourned. 

Saturday, March 21. Considerable business of 
no immediate importance was transacted, several 
bills were passed through a committee of the whole, 
&c. and the right of Messrs. Earle and Mumford 
to seats in the house, was confirmed. 

Mondau, March 23. The house was chiefly oc- 
cupied this day on the bill respecting neutral na- 
tions. Several amendments were made thereto.— 
Mr. Lowndes moved the indefinite postponement 
of the bill—lost, yeas 72, nays 79. A motion to 
strike out the 10th and 11th sections was negativ- 
ei—yeas 44, nays 95. The bill was finally order- 


ed to a third reading by yeas and nays as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Pa. Anderson, Ken. Ball, 
Barbour, Va. Barber, Ohio, Bassett, Beecher, Bellinger, Bloom- 
field, Boden, Burwell, Campbell, Claiborne, Cook, Crafts, Cru- 
ger, Culbreth, Desha, Edwards, Ellicott, Floyd, Forney, Forsyth, 
Hale, Hall, N. C. Harrison, Hasbrouck, Herkimer, Hitchcock, 
Hogg, Holmes, Mass. Hubbard, hee - N. Y. Johnson, Va. Jones, 
Kinsey, Kirtland, Lawyer, Linn, Little, Livermore, M‘Coy, Mar- 
chand, Marr, Merrill, Moore, Mumford, Murray, H. Nelson, T. 
M. Nelson, New, Ogle, Owen, Palmer, Parrott. Patterson, Peter, 
Pleasants, Poindexter. Porter, Quarles, Rich, Ringgold, Robert- 
son, Ken. Robertson, Lou. Sampson, Sawyer, Scudder, Settle, 
Seybert, Shaw, Silsbee, S. Smith, Bal. Smith, Speed, Spencer, 
Strother, Tallmadge, Tarr, Taylor, Terrill, Tompkins, Town- 
send, Trimble, Tucker, Va. Tucker, S. C. Tyler, Walker, N. 
C. Walker, Ken. Wallace, Wendover, Whitesi Wilkin, Wil- 
son, Pen.—95, 

NAYS.— Messrs. Adams, Allen, Mass, Allen. Vt. Baldwin, Bay- 
ley, Bennett, Boss, Clagett, Cobb, Cushman, Darlington, Earle, 
Folger, Gage, Hall, Del. Holmes, Con. Hopkinson, Hunter, 
Huntingdon, Lowndes, M‘Lane, W. P. Maclay, Mason, Mass. 
Mason, R. I. Mercer, Middleton, Moseley, Jer. Nelson, Ogden, 
Pawling, Pindall, Pitkin, Reed, Rhea, Rice, Richards, Ruggles, 
Schuyler, Sergeant, Slocumb, Alex. Smyth, Stewart, N. C. Strong, 
Stuart, Md. Terry, Westerlo, Whitman, Williams, Con. Williams , 
N. Y. Williams, N. C. Wilson, Mass.—51. 


Tuesday, March 24.—Mr. Pleasants, from the 
committee on naval affairs, made a report on the 
petition of Jarius Loomis and James Bassett, sailing 
masters in the navy, accompanied by a bill autho- 
rising the payment of a sum of money to the officers 
and crews of gun-boats No. 149 and 154. [These 
were the oflicers who attacked and blew up the 
negro fort on the Appalachicola. ] 

After other business, the house resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole, Mr. Desha in the 
chair, on the bill to alter the flag of the United 
States, [providing that from and after the fourth 
day of July next, the flag of the United States be 
thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white 
—that the union be twenty stars, white in a blue 
field; and that, on the admission of every new state 
into the union, one star be added to the union of 
the flag, and that such addition shall take effect 
on the fourth day of July then next succeeding such 
admission. ] 

Mr Wendover sustained the expediency of adopt- 
ing the regulation proposed by the bill, in a speech 
of some length. 

Debate beg had—the bill was ordered for a 





Sy. Jones, Kinsey, Kirtland, Lawyer, Linn, Livermore, W. P. | 


third reading, [and afterwards passed.] 
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The house then regulved itself into a committee 
of the whole, M Desha in the chair, on the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of government 
for the year 1818, and the clause appropriating 
30 000 dollars for compensation to the commission- 
ers sent to South America by the executive in 


December last, heing under consideration. | 

Mr. Clay asked the chairman of the committee of ways and 
means, and the chairman of the committee of foreign relations 
whether those commissioners were furnished with tials, and 
if their appointment had been confirmed by the senate; also, to 
what ports of South America they were sent, and the probable du- 
ration of the commission; and also,if it would not be camel too 
much jnto its objects, he would be glad to know what those objects 
were. 

Mr. Lowndes said, that, although he had not all the information 
required by the speaker, yet he was possessed of something on the 
subject more than newspaper intelli e. It must be recollected 
that the objects of the committee of ways and means were con- 
tined merely to the financial department; they had, however, some 
information on this subject, received in reply to some enquiries 
that the committee had, in the performance of their duties, ad- 
dressed to the department of state, which would answer the speak- 
er’s enquiry as to the credentials and the probable duration of 
the commission. The other points did not come within the objects 
belouging to the committee of ways and means. 

The papers referred to by Mr. Lowndes were handed up by him 


and read as follows: 
Department of state, March 2, 1818. 

SIR—I have the honor to enclose a copy of the commission 
fron this department with which Messrs. Rodney, Graham and 
Bland were furnished by direction of the president. They have, 
as you Will perceive, no distinct diplomatic rank. They are ex- 
pected to be absent seven or eight months; and the compensation 
allowed them by the president is six thousand dollars each, and 
two thousand dollars to their secretary. Their expenses on the 
voyage, until their return, except while on shore in South Ameri- 
ea, are likewise allowed; and Messrs. Rodney and Graham hav. 
ing been appointed in June last,and prepared to go, but by vari- 
ous accidents detained until the beginning of December, when 
they sailed, claim on that account a further allowance. If, after 
their arrival at Buenos Ayres, they find it advisable that one or 
more of them should remain on that continent, and go to Chili, | 
that measure is within their diseretionary powers. As this con- | 
tingency was, however, not expected as probable; and, if it should 
occur, it was pot foreseen to what extent of time it might go, no | 
specific allowance was fixed upon forit. Under these circumstan- ; 
ces, it was anticipated that the sum of 30,000 dollars would not | 
more than suffice to cover the expenses of the mission. 

Iam, with great respect, sir, your very humble and obedtent. 
servant, JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. | 





William Lowndes, Esq. | pe 


Chairman of the committee of ways and means. 
To ali who shali see these presents: 
Be it known, Cesar Augustus Rodney, John Graham, and | 
Theodorick Bland, three distinguished citizens of the United | 
States, and enjoying in a high degree the confidence and esteem of | 
the president, are about to visit,in a national ship on just and | 
friendly objects, and at the special desire of the president, divers | 
piaces and countries in South America. 
These are therefore to — that, whithersoever they may go, 
they, with their suite, may be received and treated in a manner due | 
tothe confidence reposed in them, and each of them, as aforesaid, | 
by the president of the United States, and to their own merit. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the department of state, 

[L. S.]this twenty-fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight hundred and seventeen. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
secretary of state. 

Mr. Clay rose, not, he said, to make any objection to the three 
respectable citizens for whom this appropriation was intended-- 
that was not his object; but to enter his protest to this kind of ap- 
propriation by congress. As tothe ohject of the commission, he 
thought it of very little use forthe expenditure of public money; 
he re to the views avowed, and the directions to touch at 
Buenos Ayres, &c. and said, if the object of the commission was to 
acquire information of the actual state of affairs in the southern 
provinces, it was the most unfortunate mode that could have been 
adopted for that purpose. What, asked Mr. C. was this mode? 
Three distinguished citizens are selected, their appointment and 
mtentions are announced by the newspapers, months before their 
departure, then declared by the president himself, and made knewn 
to the whole world, and they depart with all the paraphernalia of 
public ministers; information of their object precedes them where- 





ever they go. As soon as they arrive at a South American port 
they are surrounded by all the factions in the country—royalists, 
if there were any, as well as republicans, who strive to prejudice 
them in favor of their respective interests ,to mislead their judg- 
ments and prevent the getting correct infurmation of the real 
condition ef things. Mr. C. deseribed th eextent of the interior 
provinces of Buenos Ayres, to shew tnat the time allowed to the 
commissioners (if they were acquainted with the language, man- 
ners and habits of the country) was inadequate to enable them to 
make any material addition to our stock of information; but. 
even ifthey could, were they to range the whole continent, and 
visit even the armies, whether successful or not, of the different 
Parties, still, their object being known ,they would every where be 
sable to the same deception and imposition. Correct informa- 
tion they woukl not obtain. The proper course tohave adopted, 





ee 


Mr. C. said, was to dispatch an individual unknown to all partiés; 


}| some intelligent, keen silent and observing man, of sing ad- 
dress and insjnuati manners, who, concealing the es of his 


visit, would see and hear every thing, and report it faithfully. 

But it was not to the object of the appropriation, badly as the 
mission had been devised, that Mr. C. rose to object; it was the eon- 
stitutional point it involved that made it obnoxious; and he rcad 
the clause of the constitution which requires the consent and con- 
currence of the senate to all appointments not specifically provid- 
ed for by law, to shew that these commissioners should have been 
nominated to that body—taking it for granted, that they had not 
been submitted to the senate. The president had not only made 
these appointments without the authority of the constitution, or of 
any law recognizing them, but in derogation from a positive act 
of congress. There was an act of congress fixing the grade of the 
only ministers we sent abroad, and it provided for two cases only, 
that of minister plenipotentiary and that of charge des affaires. 
To the first it assigned a salary of 9000 dollars, to the Jast a Salary 
of 4500 dollars. Here were commissioners, then, sent with a sala- 
ry fixed by the sole authority of the president, and not conforno- 
bie to that prescribed by the law in either of the two grades. If 
he might assign 6000 doliars. what was there to prevent his allow- 
ance of 50,000 dollars? It might be said in that ease this house 
would afford a remedy; but gentlemen would perceive how diffi- 
cult it would be, to withhold from an agent an appropriation, 
which had been promised and pledged by the executive. There 
was acontingent fund of 50,000 dollars allowed to the president by 
law, which he was authorized to expend without rendering.*@o 
congress any account of it; it was confided to his discretion, and, 
ifthe compensation of the commissioners ha? been made from that 
fund, Mr. C. said, it would not have been a proper subject for en- 
quiry; but, under present circumstances, in opposition to the con- 
stitution, he could not be going too far, in giving at least his pro. 
test to thisappropriation. It was not his iatention to make any 
motion on the subject, and he made none. 

Mr. Forsyth said, the constitution vests the executive with the 
power to make appointments in the reeess of the senate. Whether 
these were such as required the confirmation of the senate, had 
been or would be submitted for that purpose, to that body, he did not 
know, nor was it necessary to enquire. He presumed what ought to 
be done, was done, and he was dispesed to leave the subject to the 
executive and to the senate,to whom it mere properly belonged. 
If the idea of the speaker was correct, and these were officers re- 


ag a nomination to, and the approbation of the senate, yet, as 
t 


ney Were appointed in the recess, no constitutional wrong had 
been done in theirappointment. But the speaker had objected to 
this commission because it was useless, if it was information they 
went for. Was it not proper and necessary, Mr. F. asked, for 
the government to have information of the state of the South 
American provinces—of their actual political condition, their 
prospects of success, &c? Ifso, this information could be obtained 
only in two ways—by the newspapers, or by agents sent out for the 
purpose. The vague and uncertain reports given in the newspa- 
rs could not be relied on, and the president bad thought proper 
to send intelligeat agents to obtain the knowledge desired. It was 


| probable that a private man might have obtained this informa- 


tion better; but there was another point tobe considered: the im- 
portance of thisinformation tothe government was such, that it 
would be necessary that this individual should be an American, 
and the kind of information to be acquired might have subjected 
him to the fate of other Americans in the Spanish provinces: he 
might have been thrown into a dungeon. The opposite party 
might adopt this course to prevent his communicating the wifor- 
mation he should have acquired. This had been done; American 
citizens had been thrown into dungeons. In whatever aspect 
this subject was viewed, Mr. F. could see no impropriety in voting 
this appropriation. It was true the president might have taken 
it out of the secret service fund, and no enquiry would have been 
made about it; but,in order to meet all the expenses of the mission 
it might have been necessary to ask a further appropriation for 
this fund; and then the enquiry would have been made, for what it 
was wanted. The present course, he thought, was more honor2- 
ble and fair. It would have been necessary to double the ordina- 
ry contingent fund, and it would have heen a conclusive objection 
to the appropriation, that congress was ignorant of the object to 
which it was to be applied. Would the house have been willing; 
to vote an addition tothe secret fund for what might have heen 
considered the employment of spies throughvut the world? This 
objection to such an appropriation, he believed, would have becr 
made with effect; and it was much better for the executive to pro 

ceed in the present open and frank manner. Mr. F. took oceasion , 
in reply to anallusion of Mr, Clay, to say, that it was true he did 
not find fault with the executive quite as often as the honorab'e 
speaker had latterly done, but still he was not the defender of alt 
executive measures. The committee would do him the justice to 
recollect that he sometimes differed from the executive,and never 
failed to censure what he believed censurable. 


Mr. Clay replied to Mr. Forsyth, saying that he 
(Mr. F.) had rot coatroverted the objections offer- 
ed by him. He added that the independence of 
South America was matter of history—an inde- 
pendence was not to be established by a decimus 
potestatem sent out to take depositions, &c. Mr. 
Hopkinson generally objected to the appropriation 
—he thought we had better take care of our own 
constitution than be sending agents to look after 
the constitutions of other governments. On the 
suggestion of Mr Lowndes this appropriation wis 
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passed by for the present to obtain the additional 
information asked bv the speaker. This item be- 
ing thus disposed of— | 

Mr. Clay rose and moved to insert in the bill a 
provision to appropriate the sum of eighteen thou- 
sand dollirs, as the outfit and one year’s salary ofa 
minister to be deputed from the United States to 
the independent provinces of the river Plate, in 
South America. 

This proposition Mr Clay followed up by entering 
into a discussion of the question, involved in his 
motion of a formal recognition of the independence 
of the South American states mentioned. He had 
spoken something better than an hour, when having 
given away for a motion to that effect, 

The committee rose about half past 4 o’clock, 
and the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, March 25. The having again resolv- 
ed itself into a committee of the whole, Mr Desha 
in the chair,on the annual general appropriatio:. 
bill, and Mr. Clay’s proposition to amend the bili 
by inserting a clause for appropriating 18,000 dol- 
Jars for the outfit and year’s salary of a minister 
to Buenos Ayres, yet pending— 

Mr. Clay concluded, in a speech of three hours in 
length, the observations he yesterday commenced 
in support of his proposition. 

Mr. Forsyth then took the flour in opposition to 
the motion, and in reply to Mr. Clay. 

When Mr. Forsyth conciuded his speech, which 
occupie two hours in the delivery— 

The committee rose, reported progress, and ob. 
tained leave to sit again, on the intimation of Mr. 
Lowndes, that he proposed to deliver his views of 


the subject. 

SEMINOLE WAR. 
" The following message was received from the president of the 
Duited States: 

To the senate and house of representatives of the United States. 

I now lay before congress all the intormation in the possession 
of the executive, respecting the war with the Seminoles, and the 
measures, which it has been thought proper to adopt, for the safe- 
ty of our fellow citizens, exposed to their ravages. The enclosed 
documents shew that the hostilittes of this tribe were unprovoked, 
the offsprings of a spirit, long cherished and often manifested to- 
wards the United States, and that, in the present instance, it was 
extending itself to other tribes, and daily assuming a more serious 
aspect. As soon as the nature and object of this combination were 
perceived, the major general commanding the troops of the United 
States, was ordered to the theatre of action charged with the ma- 
nagement of the war, and vested with the powers necessary to 
give it'effect. The season of the year being unfavorable to active 
operations, and the recesses of the country affording shelter to 
these savages, in case of retreat, May prevent a prompt termina- 
tion of the war; but it may be fairly presumed, thatit will not be 
Jong befure this tribe and its associates receives the punishment 
which they bave provoked and justly merited. 

As almost the whole of this tribe inhabits the country within 
the limits of Florida, Spain was bound, by the treaty of 1795, to 
restrain them from committing hostilities against the United States. 
We have seen, with regret, that her government has altogether 
failed to fulfil this obligation, nor are we aware that it made any 
effort to that effect. When we cousider her utter inability to 
check, even in the slightest degree, the movements of this tribe, 
by her very smali and incompetent force, in Florida, we are not 
disposed tu asovibe the failure to any other cause. The ivability, 
however, of Spain to maintain her authority over the territory 
and Indians within her limits, and in consequence tu fulfil the 
treaty, ought not to expose the United States to other aud greater 
injuriess Where the authority of Spain ceases to cxist, there the 
United States have a right to pursue the enemy, on a principle of 
self defence. In this instance, the right is more complete and ob- 
vious, because we shall perform only what Spain was bound to 
have performed herself. To the high obligations and privileges 
of this great and sacred right of self defence, will the movement 
of our troops be strictly confined. Orders have been given to the 
general in command nut to enter Florida, unless it be in pursuit 
of the enemy, and in that case to respect the Spanish authority 
wherever it is Maintained; and he will be instructed to withdraw 
his forees from the province, as soon ashe shall have reduced that 
tribe to order, and secured our fellow-citizens in that quarter, by 
satisfactory arrangements, against its unprovoked and savage hos- 
tilities im future. JAMES MONKOE, 

Washington, March 25, 1818. 


Grin tie documents accompanying the above 
message,” observes the Vutional Inte‘ligencer, we 
find an official annunciation of those circumstances 
which have preceded and attended the recent move- 


ments of our troops in the soutii. These officiai pa- 
pers vary so little in substance from the unofficial 
accounts, that we do not think it material to publish 
them, with the exception of the following docu- 
ments, which reduce to form and certainty the 
rumors we have heard concerning the instructions 
to our military authorities respecting the prosecu- 
tion of the war”— 


Department of war, 16th December, 1817. 

STR—-On the receipt of this letter, should the Seminole Indians 
still refuse to make reparation for their outrages and depredations 
on the citizens of the United States, it is the wish of the president 
that you consider yourself at liberty to march across the Florida 
line, and to attack them within its limits, should it be found neces- 
sary, unlessthey should sh:lter themselves under a Spanish post. 
In the last event, you willimmediately notify this department. 

Ihave the honor to be, &e. &ce. J. C. CALHOUN. 
General Edmund P. Gaines, Fort Scott, Georgia. 

Extract of a letter from the secretary of war to major general An- 
drew Jackson, at Nashville, Tennessee, dated December 26th 1817. 
You will repair, with as little delay as practicable, to fort Scott, 

and assume the immediate command of the forces in that quarter 

of the southern division. 

_ The increasing display of hostile intentions by the Seminole In- 
dians, may render it necessary to concentrate all the contiguous 
disposable force of your division upon that quarter. The regular 
force now there, is about 800 strong, and 1000 militia of the state of 
Georgia is called into service. General Gaines estimates the 
strength of the Indians at 2700. Should you be of opinion that 
our numbers are too small to beat the enemy, you will call on the 
executives of the adjacent states for such an additional militia 
force as you may deem requisite. 


Thursday, March 26.—On motion of Mr. Floyd, 
the secretary of the navy was instructed to lay be- 
fore this house the proceedings of the court martial 
held for the trial of Franklin Wharton, lieutenant 
colonel of marines. 


Further of Amelia Island. 

The following message was received from the president, by 
Mr. J. J. Monroe, his secretary: 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

I transmit tothe house of representatives, in compliance with 
their resolution, of March the 20th, such information not hereto- 
fore communicated, as isin the possession of the executive, relat 
ing to the occupation of Amelia Island. If any doubt had before 
existed of the improper conduct of the persons who authorised, 
and of those who were engaged in the invasion, and previous oc- 
cupancy of that island; of the unfriendly spirit towards the United 
| States, with which it was commenced and prosecuted, and of its 
| injurious effcets on their highest interests, particularly by its ten- 
dency to compromit them with foreign powers in ali the unwar- 
rautable acts of the adventurers, it is presurned that these docu- 
ments would remove it. It appears by the letter of M. Pazos, 
agent of commodore Aury, that the project of seizing the Floridas 
was formed and executed at a time when it was understood that 
Spain had resolved to cede them to the United States, and to 
prevent such cession from taking effect. The whole proceeding 
in every stage and in all its circumstances was uplawful.— 
Phe commission to general McGregor was granted, at Philadel 
phia, in a direet violation of a positive law, and all the mea 
sures pursued under it, by him, in collecting his force, and di- 
recting its movements, were equally unlawful. With the conduct 
of these persons, I have always been unwilling to connect any of 
the colonial governments; because I never could believe that they 
had given the sanction either to the project in its origin, or to the 
/ measures which were pursued in the execution of it. These do- 
| cuments confirm the opinion which I have invariably entertained 
and expressed in their favor. JAMES MONROE, 

Washington, March 26, 1818. 

List of'papers transmitted with the message of the president to the 
house of representatives, in pursuance of the resolution of the 
20th March, in relation to the occupation, of Amelia island. 
Extract of a letter to a gentleman in the district of Columbia, 

dated at Baltimore, 30th July, 1817, with an enclosure, being 

Copy of atketter from sir Gregor McGregor, to a gentleman in 
Baltimore, dated Fernandina, 17th July; 1817. 

The same to the same, dated at Nassau, New-Providence, 25th 
December, 1817, with an enclosure, being 

Extract of a proclamation. 

Extract of a letter to the secretary of state, dated 24th Decem- 
mugs 1817, with an enclosure, being directions for sailing into Tam- 
pa bay. 

Extract of a letter from the same to the same, dated 13th Janu- 
ary, 1818, with enclosures, being directions for sailing into Tor- 
| tola; translation of a letter of marque, and of naturalization, 
| granted by sir Gregor McGregor. 
| Extract of a letter to the same, dated 19th of January, 1818. _ 
| Major J, Bankhead and commodore J. D. Henley to the presi- 
deut, dated Feruaadina 20th January, 1818. 

Don Vincente Pazos to the secretary of state, dated 8th Febru- 
ary, 1818. 

Dou Luis de Aury to the}president of the United States, dated 
Fernandina, 23d Deceinber, 1817. 

Memorial of don Vincente Pazos to the president of the United 
States, dated Washington, 7th February, 1818; accompanjed with 
several documents. 
he secretary of state to don Yineente Pazos, dated 5th March 
818. 
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The message was read, and ordered to lie on the | 
table. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, transmitting, according to the 
direction of the house, certain statements in rela- 
tion to the expenses of general courts martial since 
1st August 1812; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. ! 

The South American question. 

The order of the day on the unfinished business 
having been announced— * 

Mr. Poindexter moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill, in order to afford time for 
the documents expressly bearing on the question, 
yesterday communicated, to be printed and laid be- 
fore the house. [Sée page 91.] 

After conversation respecting it, this motion was 
negatived. ; ; 

The House then having resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Deshain the chair, on the 
general appropriation bill; and Mr. Clay’s motion 
to insert an appropriation for a minister to Buenos 
Ayres, being yet under consideration— 

Mr Lowndes addressed the house in a speech of 
an hour and a half, in opposition to the motion. 

Mr. Robertson followed, in a speech of half an 
hour’s length, in support of the motion. 

Mr. Smith, of Md. next addressed the house in 
opposition to the motion, at some length. 

Mr. Floyd then delivered his views in favor of the 
adoption of the amendment. 

,, Mr. Johnson, of Ky. followed in a speech on the 
same side of the question. 

Mr. Forsyth spoke briefly in explanation; when 

On motion of Mr. Smyth, of Va. the committee 
rose, obtained leave to sit again; and the house ad- 
journed. 

Friday, March 27. Mr. Rich, from the commit- 
tee of claims, to which was referred two reports, of 
the commissioners of claims, containing the reports 
of the facts in one hundred and fifty eight cases, 
efor applications for payment for property destroyed 
by the enemy in Buffaloe, and its vicinity on the 
Niagara frontier, from the 19th December, 1813, to 
the Ist Janury, 1814, both inclusive, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill for the relief of the 
sufferers on the Niagara frontier; which was twice 
read and committed. 

Several reports respecting private claims were 
received, and sundry resolutions offered—to be no. 
ticed in their progress. 

On motion of Mr. Claiborne, it was 
© Resolved, That the president’s message and ac- 
companying documents upon the subject of expen- 
ses incurred under the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th, arti- 
cles of the treaty of Ghent, be referred to a com- 
mittee, and that they be instrucied to enquire into 
the nature and causes of said expenses; also, inte 
the principles upon which the commissioners un- 
der the 6th and 7th articles of said treaty have pro- 
ceeded in the execution thereof, and that said com- 
mittee make a detailed report thereon, for which 
purpose they shall have power to send for such 
persons and papers as they may deem necessary. 

The bill “concerning the bounty or allowance to 
fishing vessels im certain cases,”’ was read the third 
time and passed. 

South-American Question. 

The house having resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the general appropriation bill; to 
which an amendment Lad been moved by Mr. Clay 
to introduce an appropriation for the outfit of a 


a speech of something more than an hour’s length. 

Mr. Holmes, of Mass. advocated it in a speech of 
about the same extent. 

Mr. Tucker, of Va. next spoke, at considerable 
length, in favor of the motion. 

Mr. Weison then delivered a speech of about an 
hour’s length against it. 

. When, at a late hour, the committee rose, re- 
ported progress, and the house adjourned. 

Saturday, March 28.—It is noticed as a remarka- 
ble circumstance, that no petition was presented 
this day. . 

Mr. Rhea, from the committee on pensions and 
revolutionary claims, reported a bill making provi- 
sion for the claim of M. Poiroy, as secretary and 
aid-de-camp to major-general La Fayette; which 
was twice read and committed. 

South American Question. 

The house having again resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. Desha in the chair, on 
the general appropriation bill; into which a mo- 
tion had been made by Mr. Clay, and was still 
pending, to introduce an appropriation for a minis- 
ter to Buenos Ayres— 

Mr. Clay, in a speech of two hours’ length, de- 
fended his motion, and replied to the gentlemen 
who had taken the other side. 

Mr. Poindexter then addressed the committee 
against the motion, in a speech of considerable 
length. 

Mr. Forsyth, Mr. Smith, of Md. and Mr. H. Nelson, 
severally made replies to Mr. Clay, who rejoined. 

The question was then taken on the proposition 
of Mr. Clay, and, on the division of the committee 
the vote stood thus: 

For the motion, 
Against it, 

So the motion was rejected. 

The house then proceeded to the other clauses 
of the appropriation bill. 

The first clause which came under consideration 
was that of dollars, for the salaries, expenses, 
&e. &c. of the commissioners under the Sth, 6th 
and 7th articles of the treaty of Ghent. 

Mr. Claiborne took exception to the appropri- 
ation, on the ground of the unexpected amount 
of the expenses of the commissions. In this view 
of the subject, he was supported by Messrs. Holmes, 
of Mass. and Pitkin. Mr. Lowndes, as chairman of 
the committee of ways and means, did not justify 
all the expenditure, but shewed that a considerable 
part of it was unavoidable. 

Some items of these expenses were pretty se- 
verely reprobated, and the discussion resulted in a 
partial appropriation, and in restrieting the salaries 
of agents to $3000, &c. 

The committee then rose, and reported the ap- 
propriation bill, with the amendments which had 
been made; and the house adjourned. 

Monday, March 30. Mr. Lowndes, from the 
committee of ways and means, reported a bill from 
the senate, to increase the salaries of certain officers 
of the government with some amendments | making 
the bill take effect from the 1st of April next, in. 
stead of Jan. last, and striking out the appropria- 
tion contained in the bill, leaving it to be provided 
for in the general annual appropriation bill] which 
together with the bill, were committed to a com- 
mitte of the whole house. 

Mr. Holmes, of Massachusetts, from the commit- 
tee zppoiated to enquire whether any, and what, 
clerks or other officers in either of the departments 


45 
115 





minister to Buenos Ayres— 
Mr. Smyth, of Virginia, opposed this motion in} 


or in any office at the seat of government, have con- 
ducted themselves improperly in their official du- 
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tiés, made a long report, embracing a particular 
detail of facts. touching the conduct of several 
clerks,accompanied by a voluminous mass of papers 
containing evidence, &c. and concluding with the 
following resolutions: 


1, Resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit the clerks in the 
several departments from acting as agents for claimants against 
the United States. i 

2. Resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit the clerks in the 
several departments from engaging in the business of trade. 

3. Resolved, That the severa] acts relating to the treasury de- 
partment should be amended and certain penalties increased. 

4, Resolved, ‘Thata committee be appointed to report a bill or 
bills to carry into effect the above resolutions. 

‘he report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Robertson, of Louisiana, from a select com- 
mittee to whom the memorial of Gales and Seaton 
was referred, made a report thereon, accompanied 
by a bill authorising a subscription to the history 
of congress; which bill was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Tucker, of Virginia, from the committee to 
whom was referred that part of the president’s mes- 
sage relating to roads and canals, and seminaries 
of learning, reported the following resolutions 
which were, on motion of Mr Bassett, ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to lay before 
this house at the ensuing session of congress, and report a plan 
for the application of such means as are within the power of con- 
gress,to the purpose of opening and constructing such roads and 
canals as may deserve and require the aid of the government, with 
a view to military operations in time of war. the transportation of 
munitions of war, and to the more complete defence of the United 
States. Andalso, a statement of the works of the nature above- 
mentioned, wluch have been commenced, the progress which has 
been made, and the means and prospect of their completion, to- 
gether with such information, as, in the opinion of the secretary, 
shall be material in relation to the objects ofthis resolution. 

Resolved. That the secretary of the treasury be requested to 
prepare and report to this house at the next session, a plan for the 
application of such means as are within the power of congress to 
the purpose of opening and improving roads and making canals, 
together with a statement of the undertakings of that nature, which, 
as objects of public improvement, may require and deserve the 
aid of the government: and also a statement of works of the nature 
abovementioned which have been commenced, the progress which 
has been made in them, the means and prospect of their being 
completed, the public improvements carried on by states or by com- 
panies or incorporations, which have been associated for such pur. 
poses to which it may be deemed expedient to subscribe or afford 
assistance, the terms and conditions of such associations, and the 


_state of their funds, and such information, as, inthe opinion of 


the secretary, shall be material in relation to the objects of this re- 
solutions 

The speaker laid before the house papers refer- 
red to in the report of the secretary of state of the 
14th inst. accompanying the message of the presi- 
dent of that date, on the subject of our affairs with 
Spain; embracing an immense volume of correspon- 
dence between our goverament andsthe minister of 
Spain, antecedent to that communicated on the 
14th, and sundry other papers—transmitted to the 
house by the secretary of state, in obedience to in- 
structions from the president of the United States. 
‘he papers were referred to the committee on fo- 
reign relations. 

The bouse then proceeded te conisder the 
amendments, reported by the committee of the 
whole, to the bill making appropriations for the 
year 1818— 

Mr. Forsyth moved to strike out the specific ap- 
propriation of 50,000 dollars to pay the mission to 
South America, and to add the 30,000 dollars to the 
contingent fund. 

Mr. F. remarked, in explanation of his motion, 
that the specific appropriation supposed that the 
persous sent by the president were official charac- 
ters; as such it was necessary that their appoint- 
ments.should be submitted to the senate. They 
would be considered in the light of ministers of 
sume grade, sent to a foreign government, and not 
agents appointed under the discretion of the execu- 
tive, to acquire ieformation. The practice of all 


a 


former time required the payment to be made out 
of the contingent fund, whose expenditures: was 
trusted wholly to executive discretion. The re- 
cognition of such unofficial agents, and a specific ap- 
propriation to pay them, would be to establish a pre- 
cedent for the most extensive abuses; abuses which 
could not well be committed by expenditures out 
of the contingent fund. He believed there was lit- 
tle difference of opinion as to the propriety of the 
course adopted by the government, and none to 
the appropriation of the necessary funds to meet 
its views. He supposed that his motion would 
prevail without difficulty, and reconcile every pos- 
waa objection to that part of the appropriation 
ill. 

Mr. Lowndes signified his approbation of Mr. For- 
syth’s proposition: and 

The motion was agreed to without opposition. 


The South-.American question. 

Mr. Anderson, of Ken. rose and renewed the 
proposition unsuccessfully made in committee of 
the whole by Mr. Clay, to sppropriate a sum not 
exceeding 18,000 dollars, “for an outfit and one 
year’s salary of a minister to the united provinces of 
the River Plate, the outfit to be paid and the sala- 
ry to commence whenever the president shall deem 
it expedient to send a minister to the government 
of the said provinces.” 


Mr. Anderson made this motion not with and idea 
of a different result, but in consideration of the 
great importance of the question, on which it was 
desirable to have the vote recorded, with which 
view he asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Spencer, without going into the merits of the 
proposition, which had been so fully and ably dis- 
cussed, briefly disclosed the reasons which would 
induce him to vote for the proposition, and inci- 
dentally touched on some of the objections which 
had been opposed to the adoption of this proposi- 
tion. 


The question was then taken on the motion, and 
decided in the negative, by yeas and nays, by ex- 
actly the same vote as decided the question, in 
committee of the whole, viz. yeas 45, nays 115, as 
follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Anderson, Pa. Anderson, Ken. Barber, Ohio, 
Bellinger, Bloomfield, Blount, Boden, Claiborae, Comstock, Cook, 
Crawford, Desha, Drake, Earle, Floyd, Gage, Harrison, Herkimer, 
Herrick, Holmes, Mass. Johnson, Va. Johnson, Ken. Jones, Kinsey, 
Merrill, Murray, New, Ogle, Owen, Patterson Porter, Quarles, 
Robertson, Ken. Robertson, Lou. Rogers, Shaw, Spencer, Tarr, 
Trimble, Tucker, Va. ‘Tucker, S.C. Walker, N. C. Walker, Ky- 
Wallace, Whiteside.—45. ‘ 
NAYS.— Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Allen, Mass. Allen, Vt, Austin, 

Baldwin, Ball, Barbour, Va. Bassett, Bateman, Bayley, Beecher, 
Bennett, Boss, Burwell, Butler, Campbell, Clagett, Cebb, Colston, 
Crafts, Cruger, Culbreth, Cushman, Darlington, Edwards, Ellicott, 
Ervin, S.C, Folger, Forney, Forsyth, Garnett, Hall, Del. Hall, 
N. C, Hasbrouck, Herbert, Hitchcock, Hogg, Holmes, Con. Hop- 
kinson, Hubbard, Hunter, Huntingdon, Irving, N. ¥. Kirtland, 
Lawyer, Linn, Little, Livermore, Lowndes, W. P. Maclay, M'Coy, 
Marr, Mason, Mass. Mason, R. I. Mercer, Middleton, Moore, Mor- 
ton, Moseley, Mumford, Jer. Nelson, H. Nelson, Ogden, Pakhner, 
Parrott, Pawling, Pinudall, Pitkin, Pleasants, Poindexter, Reed, 
Rhea, Rice, Rach, Richards, Kinggeld, Ruggles, Sampson, Savages 
Sawyer, Schuyler, Scudder, Sergeant, Settle, Seybert, Sherwood, 
Silsbee, Simkins, Slocumb, S.Smyth, Ba}. Smith, Alex. Smyth, J- 
S. Smith, Speed, Stewart, N. C. Strong, Stuart, Md. Tallmadge. 
Taylor, Terrell, Terry, Tompkins, Townsend, Tyler, Upham, 
Wendover, Westerlo, Whitman, Williams, Con. Williams, N. Y- 
Williams, N, C- Wilkin, Wilson, Mass. Wilsen, Pa.—115. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, 

The joint resolution sent to the senate from this 
house, fixing on the 13th proximo for the adjourn- 
ment of the session, was returned from the senate 
with an amendment, substituting the 20th of April 
for the 15th. 

The amendment of the senate was agreed to 
| without a division. 
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The joint resolution directing medals to be 
struck and, together with the thanks of congress, 
presented to major general William H. Harrison 
and governor Isaac Shelby, was received from the 
senate, and read three times and passed. 

Sundry bills were received from the senate, and 
referred to various committees; and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, March 21.—Mr. Seybert, from the com- 
mittee of commerce and manufactures, made unfa- 
vorable reports on the several petitions of the ma- 
nufacturers of looking glasses in frames, and car- 
vers and gilders on wood; on the petitions of the 
merchants, traders and tailors of Boston and Phila- 
delphia, which reports were read and severally con- 
curred in. 

Mr. Forney, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, made a report on the petition of Geo. Shover, 
accompanied by a bill allowing bounty in land and 
pay to certain soldiers who left the service with- 
out leave after the close of the late war with Great 
Britain. 
_ Mr. Johnson, of Ken. from the same committee, 
reported the bill from the senate, to reduce the 
staff of the army, without amendment and the bill 
was laid on the table. 

The bill fixing the time (the 2d of November) for 
the next meeting of congress, was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The bili from the senate declaring the assent of 


lll = 


ceived from the senate, read twice and put on its 
passage—and passed nem. con. 

The house next resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, on the bill supplementary to the act 
to prohibit the importation of slaves into any port 
or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, 
and made some progress therein. | 

Thursday, April2. Amongst the petitions pre- 
sented this morning was one by the speaker, from 
Vicente Pazos, of Peru, in S. America. in behalf of 
himself and others, praying compensation for their 
private property, which was taken possession of at 
Amelia Island by the troops of the United States; 
| which petition was referred to the committee of 
claims. 

Much private business was disposed of this day. 


CHRONICLE. 

A bill forthe reduction of the salaries of the 
governor, judges, &c. &c. of the state of New-York, 
has been reported to the legislature. 

The U. S. ship Hornet has sailed from Néw York. 
It is said she is first to visit Hayti, and then to pro- 
ceed to some ofthe Spanish settlements in South 
America. Com. Lewis, and Messrs. Ervin and Strong 
are passengers. 

The British frigate Cybele has arrived at New- 
York from Jamaica with 500,000 dollars for the 
bank of the U. S. 

Itis believed that every person who either was 











congress to an act of the legislature of North Caro- 
lina—the bill for the relief of sick and disabled | 
seamen, and the bill making appropriations for the! 
year 1818, were severally passed and sent to the 
senate. 

The orders of the day being announced, on the 
bill making appropriations, (the first of $52,984 to, 
pay claims now due at the treasury, and the second 
of 266,000, to meet the demands that will be made 
under the existing ccntracts, towards completing 
the Cumberland road.)— 

The indefinitive postponement of the bill being 
moved for, a debate followed and the question was 
decided by yeas and nays. For postponement 56; 
against it 82. 

After which numerous propositions were made 
to amend the bill—they were all negatived, and it 
was finally ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing—67 to 62. 

Wednesday, April 1.—Mr. Seybert, from the com- 
mittee of commerce and manufactures, reported a 
bill to increase the duty on certain manufactured 
articles imported into the United States, which was 
twice read and committed. 

Mr. Pleasants, from the committee on naval af. 
fairs, made a report on the resolutions, some time 
since submitted by Mr. Johnson of Virginia, oa the 
subject of the court martial upon captain Perry and 
captain Heath of the marines. The report was long, 
with the statement of the opinion of the committee, 
that the defect was not in the law but in thead- 
ministration of it. 

_ Mr. Pleasants moved that the report and resolu- 
tion be laid on the table and printed, which was 
carried without a division. 


principal, accessary or confident, concerned in the 
late robery of the mail, lias been arrested, and is in 
confinement, waiting the award of the law! Nearly 
all the money is also supposed to have been reco- 
vered 

A meeting ha been held at New-York for the 
purpose of arranging a plan to obtain the services 
of Miss O’.Veil, the present great tragic actress on 
the British stage. It is stated that she will not re- 
quire more than 10,0007. or 44,000 dollars as one 
year’s pay, and this, it seems, it is calculated may 
be easily paid! 

It has been the custom of both political parties 
in Massachusetts for several years, at the approach 
of a governor’s election, to publish an address, as if 
from a sailor, in favor of the respective candidates. 
These addresses are headed by a “great big” ship, 
with various mottos in her flags. We nowobserve 
in the Boston Centinel a cut of a ship thus set forth, 
with com. Brooks at the main, and “ /Vashington and 
Monroe policy,” at the foremast. 

The fisheries. Sixty sail of vessels, owned ia 
the district of Newburyport, were employed in the 
fisheries in 1817. 

Com. Barney is confined to his bed by sufferings 
of the wound received at Bladensburg—another 
operation to extract the ball has not succeeeed. 

Dupont’s mill. We have briefly noticed the ex- 
plosion of Mr. Dupont’s powder mill on the Brandy- 
wine. We have a mass of particulars regamcing 
this melancholy event, by which thirty five persons 
were killed, and six wounded. The bodies of most 
of the deceased were blown into pieces and scatter- 
ed at great distances from each other—some per- 








The engrossed bill fixing on an earlier period for'| 
the next meeting of congress than is appointed by} 
the constitution, was read the third time and pas- 
sed—yeas 87, nays 42. 

The resolution awarding a sword to colonel 
Richard M. Johason, in consideration of-his valor 
and good conduct at the battle with the combined 
English and Indian forces on the river Thames in 


haps the eighth ofa mile apart! The distress thus 


| occasioned—and the misery of the families of the 


deceased, are easier imagined than described. The 
magazine that exploded contained about 25,000/és 
of powder. The Pounding mill first blew up; the 
graining house and magazine were covered with a 
shower of fire, and blew up in succession—and._fill- 
ed two acres of ground with the fragments of houses, 





Upper Canana, on the 5th of October, 1813, was re- 


and the mangled limbs of men, &c. in terrible con- 
fusion, Mr. Dupont himself was absent—apd ail 
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his family, with marshal and col. Grouchy who were 
his guess, escaped with but little injury, except 
his brother-in-law, Mr. Delmas, who had his shoul- 
der dislocated, though the house, with most of the 
houses of the workmen, &c. was much shattered. 
Large trees were twisted and broken as if stiuck 
with lightning. Loss estimated at 30,000 dollars. 

All that is known of the manner in which this di- 
Saster occurred, is thus stated—several persons 
‘were in the pounding mill; one of them observed 
fire on another’s steeve—he rushed forth, exclaim- 
ing, we areall ios —ran to the bridge over the mill 
race, and pushed a man with him into the water, 
and under the bridge—they were saved. The ex- 
Plosion was felt at Lancaster, about 40 miles dis- 
tant. 

Mr. Dupont has two sets of mills. 
mills that were destroyed. — 

Speaking of the marshal and col. Grouchy, a Phi- 
ladelphia paper says—These distinguished stran- 
gers were on a visit to their friend Mr. Victor Du- 
pont, and were preparing to go out on a shooting 
party, when the late awful explosion of the pow- 
der works on the Brandywine took place. Upon 
the first alarm, they rushed out with others to the 
scene, to afford whatever assistance circumstances 
might require, and had just crossed the creek, 
when the magazine blew up, spreading destruction 
in all quarters.) A workman at the elbow of col. 
Grouchy was killed by a stone which passed 
through his breast, and the head of another fell at 
the marshal’s feet; they however both escaped un. 
hurt. It was supposed that all the buildings in 
this quarter had been destroyed by the first explo- 


It is the upper 


Sion, as they appeared to be all in flames, but it was | ¢ 


presently pointed out to them by oge of the surviv- 
ing workmen, that the drying-house, (in which they 
perceived through a window, there was a consider- 
able quantily of powder) had not yet caught fire. 
There was time enough for escape from all dan 

ger from this building, ‘had they sought safety by 
flight, but with that decision and promptness in ac- 
tion which distinguishes truly brave men, they in- 
stantly seized axes, and commenced cutting and 
tearing away a kind of bridge or platform, which 
communicated with all the buildings and was then 
in flames, and which in a few minutes more must 
have set fire to the drying-house. Their example 
and encouragement drew others to the spot, and 
after great exertions, with the aid of water buckets, 
the fire was here stopped. Had this building blown 
up, the refinery and other buildings on the right of 
the creek, which had escaped from the explosion 
of the magazine, together with the cloth manufac- 
tory on the left, with what remained of the dwell- 
ings of the Mr. Duponts, would, in all probability, 
have been entirely destroyed, and with these build- 
ings, the houses occupied by the wives and chil- 
dren of the workmen. In short, it is known to the 
writer of this article, that the family of Mr. Du- 
pont attribute the salvation of what remained of 
their property at their works, to the example and 
exertions of these gentlemen, who have thus en- 
twined a civic wreath with the laurels of Borodino, 
and erected in the breasts of the widow and or. 
phan, a monument that will be as lasting, and not 
less honorable to them, than their military fame. 


Inpraw wan.—We have a large collection of news- 
paper articles relating to the war against the Semi- 
noles—the chief things worthy of record are as fol- 
lows: 

Gen. Gaines, descending the Flint river to Fort 





ing all the reports about it) we believe only one 
soldier was drowned—but it seems that the gene- 
ral himself and the little party that was with him, 
were a long time in the woods, and suffered ex- 
ceedingly before they reached fort Scott, being also 
in momentary danger of falling into the hands of 
the savages. 

Tue Upper Creeks, 1500 strong, under their chief 
M‘Intosh, as general, and 19 captains, have been 


organized into companies, and mustered into the 


service of the United States—they are now, proba- 
bly, in the Seminole country, acting under the com- 
mand of gen. Jackson. 

The Tennessee militia have also reached Fort 
Scott before this time; and, if other circumstances 
will permit, we may soon expect to hear that our 
army has passed the Florida line. Ii seems under- 
stood that we shail take possession of this couniry 
to preserve its neutral relations. Various detach- 
ments of United States troops are moving towards 
it. 

The Seminoles are as subtle as they are savage— 
and it is feared they will fight only in detachments. 
Several skirmishes have taken place, by which a 
few have been killed on both sides. They have 
murdered a number of the frontier settlers, in the 
most barbarous manner. We fear that these wretch- 
ed creatures have fixed the seal to their extermina- 
tion. 

We have a report that a large party of Indians 
attempted to surprise gen. Jackson at a point call- 
ed Hammock, near the Flint river—but were re- 
pulsed with the loss of 500 killed and left on the 
field, among whom were several whites and ne- 
roes. ‘The wounded were carried off. Our loss 
in killed and wounded is said to have amounted to 
100. This report has not been confirmed, nor has 
it reached us by the direct route. 


New Hampshire election. Mr. Plumer has been re. 
elected governor of New Hat.:pshire by an increas- 
ed majority, and both branches of the legislature 
have an increased republican majority. 


Mississippi. The new state of Mississippi has 
organized ber courts of law. William B. Shields, 
esq. has been appointed judge of the 1s‘; John Tay- 
lor, esq. of the 2nd; J. P. Hampton, esq. of the 3rd, 
and P. Ellis, esq. of the 4th district. L. Harding 
attorney general. 


A convoy of seventy-eight African slaves was re- 
cently arrested’at the Creek Agency. Probably a 
part of some of the cargoes that arrived at Amelia, 


Remains of Gen. Swift. Three years and 8 months 
ago, this worthy and much lamented citizen of Pal- 
myra, was killed on the Niagara frontier, whilst 
fighting in defence of his family—of his friends—of 
his country. And agreeably to his request made 
previous to leaving his friends, his remains were a 
few days since, brought from the place of their in- 
terment, near Lewiston, to this village, and on Sab- 
bath last, were carried to the meeting-house, where 
a most solemn, impressive and appropriate sermon 
was preached on the occasion by the Rev. Mr. 
Townsend, to a crowded and attentive audience, 
from these words:— ' 

Jind Joseph took.an oath of the children, saying 
God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry my bones 
up from hence.— Gen. 1, 25. 

After divine service was closed, his wasted form 
and mouldering bones were solemnly deposited in 
thechurch yard, by his surviving relatives and a 
numerous assembly of sympathizing friends—.2/dc- 


Scott, had his boat stove, by which, (notwithstand- | 7y Register. 





